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In history 
The latest history column looks 
at  the 1948-49 war’s effect on the 
Middle East’s demographics and 
economics.

Story on page 5

Israel wants teachers
Nefesh B’Nefesh has announced  
the launch of Israel’s first National 
Educators Aliyah Program.

Story on page 14
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SAVE THE DATE
JEWISH FEDERATION OF NEPA

2026-2027 FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 
INVITES THE COMMUNITY

October 11, 2026
Scranton JCC

601 Jefferson Ave
Koppelman Auditorium

6:45 PM

From October 7th to the Ballot 
Box:

Israeli Society Today
Nathan Jeffay - British-Israeli 

journalist, author,
Keynote speaker and 

communications professional.

Alex Itzkowitz                Susie Blum Connors
Campaign co-chair       Campaign co-chair

If you see something, say some-
thing. It is important to report any 
incident of antisemitism, suspicious 
person/vehicle, or any other inci-
dent happening in our community. It 
is important because we don’t want 
any of these acts under reported. 
This is especially important when 
applying for the Non-profit Security 
Grant Program and the Pennsylva-
nia Commission on Crime and De-
linquency Grant Program. Proper 
reporting may lead to the award 

If you see something, say 
something

of a grant which could improve 
the safety and security of Jewish 
organizations in our community. 
You can also make an incident report 
on the Federation website which 
will automatically send a notice to 
the SCN Duty Desk, the regional 
director and me.

Tim Brooks
SCN Regional Security Advisor

tbrooks@securecommunitynetwork.
org       

872-400-0239

Dorothea Szczesniak Endowment Fund to support 
Holocaust education

A little girl of 6 smiled at the 
camera, marking her first day of 
school, but it was a fleeting smile, 
covering a multitude of fear and 

uncertainty. Dorothea was unable to 
attend public school and was forced 
to attend a Jewish school wearing a 
Star of David. Children would try to 

hide the star out of fear. They lived 
in constant fear and humiliation.

It was in 1938, when Dorothea 
was 9 that her family fled from Ger-
many. “We sneaked into Belgium 
illegally. We were not rich. We had 

no money. We had no papers,” she 
said. They fled only with whatever 
they could carry, running for their 
lives. They discovered the wonder-
ful and welcoming Belgian people 

See “Endowment” on page 4

Message from the Federation President

Israel and the Jewish story
BY DAVID HOLLANDER, 
PRESIDENT, JEWISH FEDER-
ATION OF NORTHEASTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA

In moments of uncertainty, chal-
lenge and division, it is often helpful 

to return to basics and remember 
who we are as a people. For Jews 
around the world, the connection 
to the Land of Israel is not merely 
political or contemporary. It is 
historical, spiritual, cultural and 

deeply woven into the fabric of 
Jewish identity.

For thousands of years, Israel has 
occupied a central place in Jewish 
life. Our prayers face Jerusalem. 
Our sacred texts recount the history 

of the Jewish people in the Land 
of Israel. Our holidays, traditions 
and collective memory are filled 
with references to Zion and Jeru-
salem. Through centuries of exile, 

See “Israel” on page 4
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BY DR. KEN SEBASTIANELLI
Celebrated every September, 

Healthy Aging Month is an im-
portant reminder to focus on the 
positive aspects of growing older 
and to take proactive steps toward 
maintaining health and wellness 
as we age. This annual observance 
promotes a simple idea: it’s never 
too late to take control of your 
health, start new hobbies and en-
gage in activities that support your 
physical, mental, and emotional 
well-being. The goal is to inspire 
healthy lifestyle choices that lead 
to greater longevity and a better 
quality of life.
GET MOVING

One of the key messages of 
Healthy Aging Month is the im-
portance of staying physically 
active, which offers benefits for 
both body and mind. Regular 
exercise improves cardiovascular 
health, strengthens muscles and 
enhances flexibility. It also sup-
ports mental health by reducing 
stress, anxiety and depression, 
while promoting better sleep and 

September 2026 Elan blog

Make health and wellness a priority in your golden era: 
September is healthy aging month

higher energy levels. Whether it’s 
a brisk walk in the park, a yoga 
session or a workout at the gym, 
building physical activity into 
your daily routine is one of the 
most powerful things you can do 
for your overall well-being.
BE MINDFUL

Healthy Aging Month also em-
phasizes the importance of mental 
and emotional well-being – a 
crucial part of our overall health 
that shapes how we think, feel, and 
behave each day. This includes 
our ability to manage stress, build 
and maintain relationships and 
make sound decisions. Cultivating 

emotional well-being involves 
practices such as mindfulness, 
self-care and seeking support 
when it’s needed.

Staying engaged through social 
activities, continued learning and 
hobbies can help keep the mind 
sharp and energy levels high. Con-
necting with friends and family, 
volunteering and participating in 
community events can also help 
combat loneliness and isolation. 
By prioritizing emotional health, 
we can lead more balanced, fulfill-
ing lives and face life’s challenges 
with greater resilience and grace.
FOLLOW A HEALTHY DIET

A balanced diet rich in fruits, 
vegetables, lean proteins and 
whole grains – along with ade-
quate hydration – supports both 
brain and body health. These foods 
are packed with essential vita-
mins, minerals and antioxidants 
that help protect against chronic 
disease. Aim to fill half your plate 
with colorful fruits and vegetables 
at each meal, since different colors 
often signal different nutrients. 

Fresh, frozen and canned options 
(without added sugars or salt) can 
all be nutritious choices.

Portion size and mindful eating 
matter too. Eating slowly and 
savoring each bite helps you rec-
ognize when you’re full, which 
can prevent overeating. It’s also 
worth limiting processed foods, 
which tend to be high in added 
sugar, unhealthy fats and sodium. 
Small, sustainable changes to your 
eating habits can add up to a real 
improvement in your health and 
well-being.
MAKE HEALTHY AGING AN 
EVERYDAY GOAL

Healthy aging doesn’t require 
making dramatic changes over-
night. Small, sustainable choices 
can add up over time. Taking a 
daily walk, reconnecting with 
a friend, trying a new activity, 
choosing a nutritious meal or sim-
ply making time for something you 
enjoy can all contribute to greater 
health and fulfillment.

This Healthy Aging Month, 
consider what healthy aging 
means to you and identify a few 
positive changes you can carry 
forward throughout the year. 
Growing older is inevitable, but 
how we approach the years ahead 
can make all the difference.

Dr. Ken Sebastianelli has 
served as medical director for 
Elan Skilled Nursing and Rehab, 
a Jewish Senior Life Community, 
since 2012. Dr. Sebastianelli is a 
board-certified Internal Medicine 
practitioner with Prime Med 
Medical Group, and is affiliated 
with Geisinger Community 
Medical Center and Moses Taylor 
Hospital. He is also a member of 
the Medical Executive Committee 
at Geisinger Community Medical 
Center.

For information on 
advertising, 

please contact 
Kathy Brown at

607-724-2360, ext. 
244;  or

advertising@
thereportergroup.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS

FROM THE DESK OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DANIEL CHEJFEC , PH.D. 
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DEADLINE

DEADLINES
The following are deadlines for all articles and photos for 

upcoming Reporter issues.
ISSUE

Monday, September 14........................October
Monday, October 12........................November
Monday, November 9......................December
Monday, December 14...............January 2027

Have you ever heard of Siegfried Marcus? 
Probably not. He was a Jewish inventor born in 
1831 in what Germany is today. While living 
in Vienna he developed, in 1870, a handcart 
powered by petrol, and a second vehicle in 1888. 
His inventions were deemed to be “impractical” 
and had little to no impact in the further devel-
opment of what today we call automobiles. His 
inventions, however, opened up the idea of the 
automobile as possible. And he isn’t, by far, the 
only Jew involved in 
the development of 
modern cars.

E m i l  J e l l i n e k 
was born in 1853 in 
Leipzig and served 
as general consul of 
Austria Hungary on 
the French Riviera. 
But what matters to our story is that he was 
an entrepreneur who worked for the Daimler 
Motoren Gesselschaft and designed the first 
modern automobile, the Mercedes 35HP, named 
so after his daughter Mercedes Jellinek. He also 
commissioned German car designer Wilhelm 
Maybach to design a great race car based on 
his specifications. It came to fruition in 1901 
and it was called the Daimler Mercedes, which 
dominated the early car races.

Joseph Ganz was born in 1898 in Budapest 
who after graduating from the Technische Uni-
versitat Darmstadt in 1927, became obsessed 
with building a small car that will not cost more 
than a motorcycle. The first prototype, in 1930, 
was the Ardie-Ganz, followed in 1933 by the first 
version of the Standard Superior, and a second 
version of the same in 1934. His promotion 
materials referred to his car as “the people’s 
car” (Volkswagen). He was arrested by the 
Nazis and eventually deported to Switzerland. 
Hitler’s Volkswagen was based on his design 
of the Standard Superior 1934, a fact that was 
conveniently left out of the Nazi propaganda 
for Hitler’s car.

Adolf Rosenberg was born in 1900 in Ger-
many. He raced Mercedes and Benz cars in the 
1920s, winning multiple races in Germany. He 

Erasing Jewish contributions to humanity
was a co-founder, along with Ferdinand Porsche 
and Anton Piech of the Porsche Car Company 
in 1931. The company eventually would build 
Hitler’s Volkswagen. Rosenberg, however, was 
stripped of his stake-holding and position in 
the company under the Aryanization policies 
of Nazi Germany.

The contributions of these Jewish pioneers to 
the German motorcar industry were erased by 
the Nazi regime, as a way to cover the Jewish 
influence they found distasteful.

There is a new effort these days to erase Jewish 

contributions to culture, this time in the good old 
U.S.A. When the Hollywood Academy inaugu-
rated originally the Museum of Hollywood, it 
completely ignored the role of the early Jewish 
entrepreneurs who created the first big studios. 
When Jewish members of the Hollywood com-
munity complained they changed the exhibit – 
focusing on all the negative stories about these 
early Jewish pioneers.

There are also ongoing efforts claiming that 
Jews did not participate in the American Rev-
olution nor did they volunteer to serve in the 
army during the Civil War. Both assertions are 
false, but that doesn’t stop those who would 
like to bury the participation of those early 
Jews. The Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A. 
organization was originally created to document 
Jewish participation in the American Army from 
its earliest days.

There is also an effort to “de-Judaize” Amer-
ican Jewish achievements. Did you know that 
the very first Laser was built in America in 1960 
by Theodore Maiman, an American Jew? Or 
that Hedy Lamarr, besides her acting career, 
developed the frequency hoping system at the 
foundation of such technologies as Bluetooth, 
WIFI and GPS?

There is, of course, also an ongoing effort 

to erase Israeli contribution, too numerous to 
list, in the fields of information and computer 
technology, medicine, agriculture, water man-
agement, aerospace, etc.

Why do people who hate Jews put so much 
effort into erasing Jewish contributions to hu-
manity? The antisemitic narrative is based on 
the image of the Jew as a parasite and selfish to 
a fault; as people who try to control the world 
for their own benefit at the expense of non-Jews. 
Recognizing Jewish contributions to culture puts 
to lie their whole narrative, so they need to be 
explained away or erased.

I, for one, remain proud of the contribu-
tions of my people to human culture in so 
many different areas. I refuse to be ignored or 
erased. I will continue to defend the right of 

See “Humanity” on page 4
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Israel Continued from page 1

my people to self-determination 
and highlight Israeli contributions 
to the world. I’m stubborn because 
I’m a Jew and I am a Jew because 
I am stubborn.

PS: Join the battle if you have 

accounts on “X” or “Instagram” 
or any other social media. Call out 
and/or report those who hate us. If 
you report hateful postings every 
day (you need maybe five minutes 
a day) it makes a difference.

Humanity Continued from page 3

as they made it their new home.
Dorothea was a member of Beth 

Israel in Honesdale and she told her 
story for over 20 years at the Teen-
age Symposium on the Holocaust, 
a Holocaust Education program 
organized by the Jewish Federation 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania every 
year for the last 38. The program 
is presented for public high school 
students – and they come from all 
over Northeastern Pennsylvania 
and beyond. Every year, 1,400 
young people are able to hear from 
Holocaust survivors, liberators, as 
well as second and third generation 
survivors, and Holocaust educators. 
It is a program we, at the Federation, 
are very proud of. 

The program is funded every 
year from multiple sources: Fed-
eration budget, foundations grants, 
in kind donations, individuals’ 
donations and a minimal fee paid 
by participants. The cost of the 
program is around $80,000 a year 
and the costs increase every year. 
We wish to ensure this program’s 
continuity for decades to come; we 
see it as one of the most impactful 

ways in which we, as Jews, tell our 
story to our non-Jewish neighbors 
and friends.

And to make sure this program 
continues into the future, we are 
beginning a special Holocaust Ed-
ucation Endowment named after 
Dorothea Szczesniak. Since we 
launched the six million pennies 
campaign, we have collected with 
the help of our community over 
200,000 pennies ($2,000). Since the 
campaign needs to be discontinued 
because of the decision to no longer 
mint pennies, we felt that the best 
use for what was collected is to be 
put into this fund.

We ask the community to con-
tinue the support for Holocaust 
education in memory of Dorothea 
and as a legacy for generations to 
come. This program, and this fund, 
belong to all of us. Please help by 
contributing. You can send your 
contributions to: Jewish Federation 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania, 601 
Jefferson Ave., Scranton, PA 18510. 
Check memo: Dorothea Szczesniak 
Holocaust Symposium Fund.

Thank you.

Endowment Continued from page 1

persecution and displacement, Jews 
maintained an unbroken connection 
to the land and a hope for return.

Today, conversations about Israel 
often take place in highly charged en-
vironments. News headlines, social 
media debates and public discourse 
can sometimes reduce a complex re-
lationship to political talking points. 
Yet for many Jews, Israel represents 
something far deeper than politics. 
It is a homeland connected to our 
history, our faith, our culture and 
our shared story as a people.

At a time when antisemitism has 
risen its ugly head in many parts of 
the world, Jewish communities are 
experiencing renewed challenges 
and concerns. These developments 
remind us that Jewish unity and mu-
tual responsibility remain essential 
values. The concept of  Kol Yisrael 
Arevim Zeh Bazeh, that all Jews are 
responsible for one another, has guided 
our people through some of history’s 
most difficult chapters. It continues to 
serve as a powerful reminder of our 
interconnectedness today.

Supporting one another does not 
require agreement on every policy, 

political leader, or governmental de-
cision. Like any vibrant democracy, 
Israel contains a diversity of opin-
ions and perspectives. Jews around 
the world likewise hold a wide range 
of views. Healthy discussion and 
respectful debate have always been 
hallmarks of Jewish life.

What should remain constant, 
however, is our commitment to one 
another and our recognition that 
Israel occupies a unique place in the 
Jewish story. Even amid disagree-
ment, we can affirm the historical and 
cultural bonds that connect Jewish 
communities across the globe to the 
state of Israel and to one another.

As a Federation, our mission 
has always been to strengthen 
Jewish life, support those in need, 
and foster meaningful connections 
within our community and beyond. 
That mission becomes even more 
important during times of tension 
and uncertainty. We must continue 
to educate, engage and build un-
derstanding, especially for younger 
generations who are developing 
their own relationship with Jewish 
identity and with Israel.

The Jewish story is one of re-
silience, continuity and hope. For 
generations, our people have over-
come extraordinary challenges by 
remaining connected to our values, 
our traditions and each other. Israel 
is an important part of that story and 
its significance extends far beyond 
the headlines of the day.

As we look ahead, let us recommit 
ourselves to strengthening our com-
munity, deepening our understand-
ing of our shared heritage, and sup-
porting one another with compassion 
and respect. By doing so, we honor 
our past, strengthen our present and 
help ensure a vibrant Jewish future 
for generations to come.
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BY DANIEL CHEJFEC, PH.D.
The war of 1948-1949 had some immedi-

ate consequences affecting the demographics 
and economics of the region. While the Arabs 
claimed one million Palestinian Arabs were 
displaced by the war and became refugees, 
more reliable numbers provided by Israel and 
by the U.N. put the number somewhere between 
700,000 and 750,000. It is important to under-
stand who these refugees were and how they 
became refugees.

The first wave of refugees included many 
of the Palestinian Arab middle class, who left 
on their own accord as the date for partition 
approached. They expected a war and decided 
to leave not to be in the middle of it. Many of 
them were village leaders and heads of different 
Arab clans.

The second wave of refugees started as the 
civil war (1947-1948) began, and it included for 
the most part people who heeded the call of the 
Arab leadership to get out of the way so they 
could destroy the Jews. Some of these refugees, 
however, were also Arabs who were expelled 
by the Hagannah because they were considered 
enemy combatants and the Jews did not want 
them behind their lines. The most significant 
group were the Arabs of Lydda (Lod) and Ramle, 
cities that housed the headquarters of Salameh 
and Abd Qader Al Husseini, two leaders of the 
Palestinian militias. It also included, as in the 
case of Tzfat, Arabs who left their homes at the 
behest of the British, who provided them with 
transportation. This wave of refugees saw the 
doors of the surrounding Arab countries closed 
in their faces and remained, for the most part, 
as internally displaced refugees within the Man-
date’s territory.

1949 – the day after
(Twentieth article of history series)

The third wave of refugees started in 1948 
when the Arab armies entered the Mandate, 
and most of them left at the behest of the Arab 
leaders who encouraged them to leave so they 
can later come back and take over the Jewish 
property after the Jews were exterminated.

Starting in 1946, many Jews living in Arab 
countries began to leave to escape discrimination, 
antisemitism, harassment and worse. Pogroms 
took place in Damascus, Tunisia and Egypt in 
1946 and the beginning of 1947. The Jewish 
exodus from Arab lands continued to eventually 
include most of the Jewish population of Moroc-
co, almost all the Jewish population of Algeria, 
Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Syria and Leba-
non. The case of Iraq was especially poignant. 
Jews had been living in what is today Iraq for 
1,000 years by the time of the Arab conquest in 
the seventh century and by 1946 they were over 
30 percent of the population of Baghdad, with 
another large concentration in Mosul. They had 
survived living as second class citizens for centu-
ries, and they survived the Farhoud, an extremely 
violent pogrom organized by pro-Nazi elements 
with the support of the Muslim Brotherhood and 
the grand mufti. They were airlifted en masse to 
Israel in 1949. For the airlift, it was necessary 
to use non-Israeli planes (Air Alaska provided 
them) and they had to be flown first to Cyprus 
and from there to Israel. Over 100,000 Iraqi Jews 
were rescued in this operation. Many of them 
were professional and successful businesspeople 
who, upon arrival in Israel, had to be housed in 
“ma’avarot,” tent encampments where most of 
the Jewish refugees from Arab lands first lived. 
Many of these Iraqi Jews were forced to work 
in construction rather than the professions they 
practiced before. All in all, over one million Jews 

fled from the Arab countries; about 800,000 made 
their way to Israel.

The United Nations established in 1945 the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees to help 
the refugees from World War II. The mandate of 
the commissioner was to provide for the daily 
care of the refugees and to find ways to reab-
sorb them into their societies. This U.N. office 
continues to exist to this day with a remarkable 
track record.

In 1948, under Arab pressure, the United Na-
tions created a separate agency, the U.N. relief 
and works agency (UNWRA) for Palestinian 
refugees. This agency had a mandate that was 
ill defined from the start. While the office of the 
high commissioner mentioned in the paragraph 
above was responsible for the refugees and their 
reintegration to productive life, the UNWRA 
became responsible for the collective population 
of Palestinian refugees, where the definition of 
“refugee” included all displaced Arab Palestinian 
people and their dependents and descendants. 
The original population of 750,000 refugees has 
grown today to over 5,000,000. The UNWRA 
also took responsibility for their welfare and 
education, even in the West Bank under Jorda-
nian rule in spite of the fact that these refugees 

See “After” on page 7

May this New Year
be a time of
peace & joy for you
and all those you love.

Webster Towers



THE REPORTER ■ SEPTEMBER 2026 / ELUL 5786 - TISHREI 57876     

BY MARGUERITE BUSHWICK, 
LCSW, NCG

As a social worker at Jewish Fam-
ily Service of NEPA, I assist Holo-
caust survivors apply for services 
in order to enable them to live their 
remaining years as independent as 
possible, safely and in dignity. 

It happened that I was scheduled 

Rays of light through clouds 
to visit Holocaust survivors in the 
Poconos on one of the days that 
the area was wrapped in the smoke 
from the fires from Canada. On my 
way from Scranton, I could not see 
any sky nor sun; everything was in 
a cloud.

One place where I visited, the 
atmosphere was so quiet and surre-
al; all the trees enveloped in a gray 
kind of cloud, deer strolling around 
the windy road, ducks sitting on 
both sides of the road and a creak 
slowly moving. The survivor has 
been living by himself since his 
wife passed away a few years ago 
in a small house. The man was 
waiting for me with his caregiv-
er. The house was clean, orderly 
and decorated. It was good to see 
how the assistance, made possible 

through the organization Selfhelp 
and financed by the Claims Confer-
ence, enables this man to continue 
to live in his own house safely, 
happily and in dignity.

After a friendly, profession-
al visit, I went to meet another 
survivor, whom I had arranged 
to meet at the Jewish Resource 
Center in Stroudsburg. Arriving 
at the Jewish Resource Center, 
I was warmly welcomed by the 
staff. Rabbi Salkow offered me a 
tour of the renovated place. It is 
bright, functional and welcoming. 
As this was a Thursday, a weekly 
kosher lunch is offered for seniors 
through the Area Agency on Aging. 
The gathered people all looked 
happy and were commenting on 
how much they liked the food, 
how happy they are to come to the 
center and how warmly they are 
greeted there. One woman shared 
with me: “I feel like another person 
coming here!”

The survivor I came to meet 
comes with her assistant to these 
lunches weekly and this is the only 
time this lady socializes with other 

people besides her caregivers and 
doctors. The assistance she has 
been able to secure through the or-
ganization Selfhelp and the Claims 
Conference has made it possible for 
her to stay in her own house and 
live as independent as possible and 
with dignity. 

I am honored to be part of the 
chain of services that help Holo-
caust survivors live their remaining 
years as independent as possible, 
safely and with dignity.

I feel that I saw “rays of light 
through the clouds” when meet-
ing the survivors and seeing how 
independently they are able to live 
with the assistance made possible 
to them.
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¾ to 1 cup apple juice
¼ cup Greek yogurt
2 Tbsp. honey or to 

taste
Pinch nutmeg
Place plums, pears, ¾ 

cup apple juice, yogurt, 
nutmeg and honey in a 
blender or food processor. (You may have to 
work it in two batches.)

Blend until plums and pears are finely chopped 
and the mixture is smooth. Adjust honey to taste.

If too thick, add more apple juice to desired 
consistency.

Serve chilled.
CHICKEN PASTILLA (MEAT)

Serves 6
Cook’s tip: Substitute cooked brisket for 

chicken.
2 Tbsp. olive oil
1 large onion, coarsely chopped
4 cups shredded, cooked chicken
2 tsp. bottled minced garlic
2 tsp. freshly ground pepper
2 tsp. cumin
1½ tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. allspice
1 Tbsp. sugar
1 cup snipped parsley, loosely packed
¼ cup snipped cilantro, loosely packed
¾ cup almonds, finely chopped (optional)
About 1¼ cups chicken stock, divided
3 eggs
1 sheet prepared puff pastry
Preheat oven to 400°F.
Heat the olive oil in a large deep pot over 

medium heat. Add the onion. Lower the heat 
and cook until the onion is softened.

Add the chicken, garlic, pepper, cumin, cin-
namon, allspice, sugar, parsley, cilantro and 
almonds. Add ¾ cup of chicken stock or just 
enough to moisten. Set aside.

Whisk the eggs with ¼ cup of chicken stock. 
Pour into a small skillet and scramble softly 
over low heat. The mixture should be soft and 
creamy. Stir into the chicken mixture to thor-
oughly combine. Spoon into a 10-inch pie dish.

Place the puff pastry on top, trimming to fit. 
Cut three 1-inch slits on top. Bake in a preheated 

received Jordanian citizenship. Over time, the 
UNWRA became increasingly ineffective and 
did not pay attention to the reintegration of the 
refugees into productive life. This, in spite of 
the fact that the agency’s budget is significantly 
larger than the office of the high commissioner 
for refugees. The UNWRA employs over 30,000 
people, compared to 20,305 employees of the 
office of the high commissioner, which serves 
refugees in over 126 countries. The UNWRA 
concerns itself only with Palestinian refugees.

So what of the Jewish refugees from Arab 
lands? They did not qualify for support from 
the UNWRA, and they rebuilt their lives with 
the support of the state of Israel and Jewish 
communities around the world, especially the 

United Palestine Appeal (renamed United Israel 
Appeal), the United Jewish Appeal and the Joint 
Distribution Committee.

The Arab countries controlling the areas of 
the British Mandate not controlled by Israel had, 
in theory, authority over the refugees: Egypt in 
the Gaza Strip and Jordan in the so-called “West 
Bank”| (Judea and Samaria). Neither of them did 
anything to prevent the refugees from constantly 
crossing the green line into Israel. While some of 
these Palestinians just crossed to try to live on their 
land, many crossed to attack kibbutzim and Israeli 
population centers. This border crossing and the 
subsequent Israeli counterattacks and retaliation 
defined the dynamics of the conflict from 1948 
to 1956. That will be the topic of the next article.

After Continued from page 5

Fall into the great outdoors: Dining under the stars and 
sky during Sukkot

Pear and Plum 
Bisque (Photo by 
Ethel G. Hofman) 

BY ETHEL G. HOFMAN
(JNS) – Sukkot, the week-long “Festival of 

Booths” that celebrates the gathering of the 
harvest, starts immediately after Yom Kippur. It 
begins this year at sundown on Friday, September 
25, and continues through Friday, October 2.

A celebration of thanks, feasting in the sukkah – 
or even eating at least one meal in these temporary 
huts – is the keynote item of the holiday. Family and 
friends are invited to come and eat in the outdoor 
structure. It may be built in backyards, on patios 
and even on balconies of condos and other units. 
Sukkot harkens back to ancient times when farmers 
built flimsy booths for shelter while bringing in 
the harvest, as well as a reminder of the 40 years 
of traveling in the desert by the Israelites on the 
way to their Promised Land.

Not everyone, however, can have their own 
sukkah due to rules of apartment dwelling, rules 
of construction, weather-related issues and oth-
er practical reasons. So, the next best thing is 
visiting someone else’s. Find a friend, neighbor, 
local synagogue, or Hillel or Chabad House. 
Don’t go empty-handed, though! Bring a dish 
that highlights fall produce, such as squash and 
pumpkin, pomegranates and apples.

Think: Cook and carry out. Pear and Plum 
Bisque, a creamy blend, may be served cool or 
at room temperature. Just pull from the fridge 
before setting out to a sukkah. Chicken Pastilla, 
a favorite Moroccan dish, and the Lamb Stew 

may be made ahead of time and frozen. Thaw it 
before reheating. Normally, we think of couscous 
as a savory dish, but the Cochin Couscous mixed 
with fruits is served as a dessert. Cochin, on the 
west coast of India, was one of the Jewish cen-
ters of the spice trade. And there are few dessert 
dishes easier than the Berry Compote Crumble, 
topped with crisp, crumbled phyllo dough.

To dining among the sky and stars … chag 
sameach!
SUKKOT-TO-GO TIPS:

	� Use foil pans for dishes to be reheated in the 
host’s oven.

	� Use a thermos for hot soups or a tightly lidded 
plastic container for cold soups.

	� For Chicken Pastilla or other pastry dishes, 
use an oven-proof pie dish that is easy to warm 
in the host’s oven. Do not microwave a pastry 
dish, though; it toughens the pastry. Cook it in 
a foil pan and serve at room temperature.
PEAR AND PLUM BISQUE (DAIRY)

Serves 4-6
Cook’s tips:

	� Italian plums are a late-season stone fruit. 
They have a slightly tart flavor and a distinct 
egg-like shape with a purple skin and a powdery 
white or blue coating.

	� No need to peel the pears.
8-10 Italian plums, stones removed and 

quartered
2 ripe pears, cored and cut into ½-inch chunks

See “Sukkot” on page 12

Rosh Hashanah 
Greetings

from



THE REPORTER ■ SEPTEMBER 2026 / ELUL 5786 - TISHREI 57878     

At JCC Camp Daleville, the 
Jewish value of chesed – lov-
ing-kindness – is more than a 
concept taught in the classroom 
or discussed during Shabbat. It 
is woven into the fabric of camp 
life and reflected in the everyday 
actions of campers and staff.

This summer, campers par-
ticipated in the  Dear Someone 
Special program through Kind-
nessMap, a global initiative 
dedicated to making kindness visible. As part 
of the program, campers created heartfelt cards 
for others, sharing words of encouragement, 
gratitude and compassion. Each completed act 
of kindness was then logged on the live world 
map at KindnessMap.org, joining thousands of 
other acts of kindness from around the globe.  
This initiative was launched and shared with us 
by Stacey Bamford, a member of our Jewish 
community.

The program demonstrates a simple but pow-
erful truth: even the smallest act of kindness has 
the ability to brighten someone’s day and inspire 
others to do the same. Every thoughtful gesture 
creates a ripple effect, extending far beyond the 
person who gives or receives it.

The theme of kindness was reinforced during 
the camp’s weekly oneg Shabbat program, 
where JCC CEO Dan Cardonick spoke with 

At JCC Camp Daleville, chesed is more than a lesson – 
it’s a way of life

campers and counselors about 
the enduring significance of 
chesed in Jewish life. The Hebrew 
word Chesed appears more than 
240 times throughout the Torah, 
underscoring its central role as 
one of Judaism’s foundational 
values.

“Kindness is one of the great-
est gifts we can offer another 
person,” Cardonick shared. “It 
doesn’t have to be grand or dra-

matic. A smile, a kind word, or helping someone 
in need can have a lasting impact. We hope our 
campers leave not only with wonderful memo-
ries, but with a lifelong commitment to making 
the world a little brighter through acts of chesed.”

By connecting the lessons of KindnessMap 
with Jewish tradition, Camp Daleville encour-
ages campers to recognize that every act of 
kindness matters. Whether at camp, at home or 
in their own communities, campers are reminded 
that one thoughtful gesture can inspire another, 
creating a chain reaction that reaches people 
they may never even meet.

At JCC Camp Daleville, teaching Jewish val-
ues extends beyond words. Through programs 
like KindnessMap and meaningful Shabbat 
experiences, campers learn that chesed  is not 
simply something we talk about – it is some-
thing we live.



9 SEPTEMBER 2026 / ELUL 5786 - TISHREI 5787 ■ THE REPORTER



THE REPORTER ■ SEPTEMBER 2026 / ELUL 5786 - TISHREI 578710     

ABINGTON TORAH CENTER
Rabbi Dovid Saks
President: Richard Rutta
Jewish Heritage Connection
601 Jefferson Ave., Scranton, PA 18510
570-346-1321 • website: www.jewishheritageconnection.org
Sunday morning minyan 8:15 am at Elan Gardens,
465 Vernard Rd., Clarks Summit, PA

BETH SHALOM CONGREGATION
Rabbi Alex Hecht 
President: Asher Grossman 
1025 Vine St., Scranton, PA 18510 (corner of Vine & Clay 
Ave.)
570-346-0502 • fax: 570-346-8800
Weekday - Shacharit: Sun.  8am; Mon., Thurs. & Rosh 
Chodesh 6:30 am; Tue., Wed. & Fri. 6:45 am; Sat. & holidays 
8:45 am.
Mincha during the week is approx. 10 minutes before sunset, 
following by Maariv.

CHABAD OF THE ABINGTONS/
JEWISH DISCOVERY CENTER
Rabbi Benny Rapoport
216 Miller, Rd., Clarks Summit, PA 18411
570-587-3300 • JewishNEPA.com/minyan
Weekly service for Shabbat and all Jewish holidays
Kabbalat Shabbat at sundown (summer at 7 pm)
Saturday mornings: 9:30 am, Kiddush 11:30 am
Call for more information.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF THE POCONOS
Rabbi Mendel Bendet
570-420-8655 • website: www.chabadpoconos.com
Please contact us for schedules and locations.

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi Elliott Kleinman
President: Liza Roos Lucy
Contact person: Cheryl Badner, Congregation Administrator
615 Court St., Honesdale, PA 18431
570-253-2222 • fax: 570-226-1105

CONGREGATION B’NAI HARIM
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi Alan Berlin
President: Susan Aufhauser
P.O. Box 757, Sullivan Rd., Pocono Pines, PA 18350 (located 
at Rt. 940 and Pocono Crest Road at Sullivan Trail)
570-646-0100 • website: www.bnaiharimpoconos.org
Shabbat morning services 10 am-noon; every other Saturday.

JEWISH FELLOWSHIP OF HEMLOCK FARMS
Rabbi Samuel “Sami” Barth, jfhfrabbisami@gmail.com
President: Robert “Bob” Lankin 
1516 Hemlock Farms, Lords Valley, PA 18428 (located at 540 
Forest Dr., Hemlock Farms, Lords Valley, PA 18428)
570-775-7497 • e-mail: info@jfhf.org
Friday evening Shabbat service 7:30 pm
Saturday morning Shabbat service 10 am

MACHZIKEH HADAS SYNAGOGUE
Rabbi Mordechai Fine
President: Meshulem Epstein
600 Monroe Ave., Scranton, PA 18510
570-342-6271

OHEV ZEDEK CONGREGATION
Rabbi Mordechai Fine
1432 Mulberry St., Scranton, PA 18510

TEMPLE HESED
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz
President: Jennifer Novak
1 Knox St., Scranton, PA 18505 (Off Lake Scranton Rd.)
570-344-7201 • website: www.TempleHesed.org
E-mail: templehesed@comcast.net
First Friday Shabbat 6pm, other Fridays 7 pm; Chanting 
Circle Saturdays at 11:30 am

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi Daniel M. Zucker • President: Debbie Smith
711 Wallace St., Stroudsburg, PA 18360
(one block off Rt. 191 (5th Street) at Avenue A)
570-421-8781 • website: www.templepoconos.org
E-mail: tipoc@ptd.net
Friday evening Shabbat 6 pm; Saturday morning Shabbat 
10:30 am

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF SCRANTON
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi Daniel A. Bubnis, rabbibubnis@templeisraelscranton.org
Cantor: Vladimir Aronzon
President: Louis Nivert, metal1@comcast.net
918 East Gibson St., Scranton, PA 18510 (located at the corner 
of Gibson & Monroe Sts.)
570-342-0350 • e-mail: office@templeisraelscranton.org
Mon., Thurs. & Rosh Chodesh, hybrid at 7:30 am; Tues., Wed. 
& Fri., Zoom only at 7:30 am;  Shabbat and festival morning 
services at 9:30 am

Charred First Temple beams 
unearthed in City of David

BY STEVE LINDE
(JNS) – Archaeologists excavating Jerusa-

lem’s City of David have uncovered massive 
charred wooden beams believed to have col-
lapsed during the Babylonian destruction of 
the First Temple in 586 B.C.E., a discovery 
researchers say offers an extraordinary window 
into one of the most pivotal moments in Jewish 
history.

The beams were found during excavations 
at the Givati Parking Lot site, conducted by 
the Israel Antiquities Authority and Tel Aviv 
University in the City of David, within the Je-
rusalem Walls National Park.

According to excavation director Efrat Boch-
er, the beams likely formed the roof of an inner 
courtyard in a First Temple-period building that 
collapsed during the city’s destruction.

“The beams appear to have served as the roof 
of an inner courtyard in a building from the 
First Temple period,” Bocher said. “During the 
destruction, they collapsed onto the floor. We 
believe that the plaster cladding of the building’s 
walls, melted by the fire, covered the charred 
wooden beams and ultimately enabled their 
exceptional preservation.”

Researchers said the discovery is unusual 
because wood rarely survives for millennia in 
Israel’s climate.

“It is very rare in Israel to find wood with such 
a large number of growth rings,” said Dr. Johanna 
Regev of the Israel Antiquities Authority, who 
is studying the find. “Here, in the City of David, 
we found thick beams with many rings, offering 
significant research potential – with more growth 
rings enabling higher dating resolution.”

Until now, she said, archaeologists could 
generally date such finds only within a range of 
hundreds of years. “Now we can attain much 
greater precision, narrowing the dating range 
down to as little as 10 years,” Regev said.

The excavation is directed on behalf of the 
Israel Antiquities Authority by Dr. Yiftah Shalev 
and Bocher, together with Prof. Yuval Gadot of 
Tel Aviv University.

The archaeologists believe Jerusalem’s return-
ing Jewish residents intentionally left parts of 
the destruction layer intact when rebuilding the 
city, preserving the memory of the catastrophe.

“The concept of a landscape of memory is 
familiar from many cultures around the world,” 
Shalev said. “Preserving memory is a human 
need, seeking to preserve what once existed. 
Here we see it in its clearest form: a deliberate 
choice to leave ruins in place as a testament to the 
destruction and build the new layer over them.”

With Tisha B’Av, the annual fast commem-
orating the destruction of the First and Second 
Temples, beginning on the evening of July 22, 
Bocher said the discovery carries particular 
emotional resonance. “We are just before Tisha 
B’Av,” she said. “This discovery makes you 
feel that you are witnessing the very moment of 
destruction, the moment when it all happened. 
It’s deeply moving.”

Heritage Minister Amichai Eliyahu said the 
find reinforces the historical connection of the 
Jewish people to Jerusalem.

“Jerusalem’s soil continues to provide tangible 
evidence of the city’s ancient past,” Eliyahu said. 
“The wooden beams burned in the destruction of 

See “Beams” on page 12
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BY ETGAR LEFKOVITS
(JNS) GIVATAYIM, Israel – 

Nearing 102 years old, curiosity 
has not left Dan Hadani. The cen-
tenarian’s life story, which begins 
in prewar Poland and continues in 
the nascent state of Israel, weaves a 
narrative of renewal and resilience 
that, in many ways, mirrors the 
history of modern Israel.

He survived a selection at Aus-
chwitz conducted by the sadistic tor-
turer Dr. Josef Mengele, also known 
as “the Angel of Death.” With no 
family left after the Holocaust, he 
immigrated to Israel alone in 1948 
to begin a new life. Hadani was 
immediately drafted into the Israel 
Defense Forces and served for 15 
years in the Israeli Navy, beginning 
while the War of Independence was 
underway.

Despite having no formal training 
in photography, he embarked on a 
decades-long career in photojour-
nalism. What began as a hobby and 
a source of income with the Kodak 
camera he had brought from Ger-
many gained momentum during his 
final year of military service in the 
IDF Spokesperson’s Unit, follow-
ing his naval service.

After his discharge, he followed 
his passion by founding a photogra-
phy agency, where he rubbed shoul-
ders with Israeli and world leaders 
while documenting Israeli history 
for three-and-a-half decades.

At 101, an Israeli photojournalist and Holocaust survivor 
still sees history through the lens

“From my childhood I was curi-
ous and remained curious,” Hadani 
told JNS in an interview in mid-July 
at his apartment in suburban Tel 
Aviv, where he scrolls through 
decades-old photographs on his 
cellphone with the ease of someone 
a fraction of his age. “Until today, I 
didn’t only want to know what, but 
how?” he said.

Hadani’s hobby became his 
profession after he was discharged 
from the military in the mid-1960s.

He founded the Tel Aviv-based 
Israel Press Photo Agency (IPPA), 
which operated from 1964 to 2000. 
The private news photography 
agency employed professional 
photographers who documented 
many of the defining moments in 
Israel’s history.

In an era before e-mail, Hadani 
recalls mailing four to eight photo-
graphs – complete with captions he 
wrote himself – twice a week to 25 
newspapers around the world that 
retained his services. “They always 
say a picture is worth a thousand 
words, but it isn’t worth anything 
if there are no words attached to it,” 
he quipped.

His work took him to Washing-
ton, DC, where he photographed 
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin and Egyptian President An-
war Sadat, images the ever-active 
centenarian proudly displays on his 
computer alongside photographs 

of Israel’s founding father and first 
prime minister, David Ben-Gurion, 
visiting his naval base, and the first 
truck delivering ice in Tel Aviv.

After closing the agency in 2000, 
when most people his age would 
have been thinking about retirement, 
Hadani embarked on a 15-year effort 
to digitize hundreds of thousands of 
negatives. Last decade, already in 
his 90s, Hadani donated his life’s 
work – 400,000 digitized negatives, 
another one million negatives and 
tens of thousands of slides – to the 
National Library of Israel.

“At first, I was going to destroy 
them because I didn’t want to see 
them end up littered in the street,” 
Hadani said matter-of-factly. He 
had even planned to buy two pa-
per shredders after failing to sell 
the collection when, by chance, a 
National Library official contacted 
him that very day and suggested 
donating it instead.

Hadani still remembers the sev-
en-ton truck that arrived at his home 
in 2016 to transport the meticulous-
ly stored boxes of negatives. “There 

Israeli photojournalist Dan Hadani stands with photographs from his 
archive at the National Library of Israel in Jerusalem, where he donated 
his vast collection documenting decades of the country’s history, on July 
23. (Photo by Rina Castelnuovo)

See “Lens” on page 14
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Sukkot Continued from page 7
oven for 25 minutes, or until pastry is puffed 
and golden.

Serve warm.
LAMB STEW WITH FALL VEGETABLES 
(MEAT)

Serves 6-8
Cook’s tips:

	� May substitute chicken or beef for lamb.
	� Trim the fat from the lamb.
2 lbs. boneless lamb shoulder, cut into 1½-

inch pieces
1 Tbsp. sweet paprika
2 Tbsp. olive oil
1 large onion, cut into 1-inch chunks
1½ tsp. dried thyme
1½ tsp. lemon-pepper seasoning
1 tsp. salt
1 (14½ oz.) can diced tomatoes
2 red bell peppers, seeded and cut into ¼-inch 

wide strips
2 yellow zucchini, sliced ½ inch thick
Dust lamb with paprika. In a large pot, heat 

oil over medium-high heat.
Add the lamb, cook, turning, until nicely 

browned all over, about 7-8 minutes. Reduce 
heat to medium.

Add the onion. Cook for 5 minutes or until 
the onion is translucent.

Sprinkle with thyme, lemon pepper and salt. 
Stir in the tomatoes and 1/3 cup hot water.

Bring to a simmer. Cover and cook for 1 hour.
Add the bell peppers and zucchini. Cook for 

30 minutes longer or until the lamb is tender.
Serve hot.

STUFFED PEPPERS, ISRAELI-STYLE 
(MEAT)

Serves 8
Cook’s tips:

	� May be cooked in crockpot, 4 to 5 hours at 
low heat.

	� Use 1 cup store-bought diced onion.
	� The sliced bottoms of peppers may be chopped 

and added to the meat mixture.
	� Use 1 teaspoon each of cumin and coriander 

for Shawarma Seasoning.
2 large red bell peppers
2 large yellow bell peppers
2 Tbsp. olive oil
1½ lbs. lean ground beef
1 large onion, chopped
1 cup cooked couscous
2 tsp. shawarma seasoning
½ tsp. salt
½ tsp. freshly ground pepper

1¾ cans (15 oz. each) tomato sauce, divided
½ cup chopped parsley
Preheat oven to 400°F.
Slice off the tops of the peppers. Remove 

seeds and membranes and rinse. If needed, cut 
a thin slice from the bottom of each pepper so 
they stand upright.

Heat the oil in a large skillet over medium-high 
heat. Add the ground beef and onion and cook, 
stirring, until no pink remains in the beef. Drain 
off any fat.

Add the couscous, seasoning, salt and pepper. 
Mix well.

Pour 1 can of tomato sauce into a 9-inch square 
baking dish. Stuff peppers with the meat mixture.

Place stuffed peppers upright in the baking 
dish. Pour the remaining tomato sauce over. 
Cover tightly with foil.

Bake for 40-45 minutes, or until the peppers 
are tender. Remove foil.

Spoon remaining sauce over and sprinkle with 
parsley. Cut in half to serve.
COCHIN DESSERT COUSCOUS (PAREVE)

Serves 6-8
Cook’s tips:

	� May use Israeli couscous, which is larger and 
rounder than the traditional couscous. It’s also 
known as pearl couscous.

	� Toss the bananas in a little orange or lemon 
juice to avoid browning.

2 packages (approximately 5.8 oz. each) 
couscous

2 Tbsp. fresh lime juice
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. cardamom
¼ tsp. nutmeg
¼ cup brown sugar or to taste
2 firm bananas, coarsely chopped
1 (15-oz.) can pineapple chunks, drained
2 ripe mangos, peeled and cut into ½ inch 

pieces
¼ cup chopped pistachios
Nondairy whipped topping (optional)
Cook couscous according to package direc-

tions. Transfer to a large bowl.
Stir in the lime juice, spices and brown sugar 

to taste. Cover and let stand for 5 minutes.
Fluff with a fork. Fold in the bananas, pine-

apple and mango. Sprinkle with pistachios.
Serve warm. Top with nondairy whipped 

topping, if desired.
BERRY COMPOTE CRUMBLE (PAREVE)

Serves 4-6
Cook’s tips:

	� Use fresh berries, but frozen ones are also 
flavorful and convenient.

	� Any preserves may be substituted for mar-
malade.

¼ cup sweet red wine

½ cup orange mar-
malade

2 cups frozen blue-
berries

2 cups frozen 
strawberries

1 cup frozen rasp-
berries

½ tsp. cinnamon
½ tsp. nutmeg
1 Tbsp. cornstarch, mixed with 3 Tbsp. of 

water
½ roll thawed phyllo dough, cut into ½-inch 

slices
1 Tbsp. margarine, melted
Preheat oven to 400°F.
In a medium pot, combine the wine and 

marmalade. Warm over medium heat until the 
marmalade is melted.

Stir in frozen berries, cinnamon and nutmeg. 
Warm over medium heat until the berries are 
thawed, about 8-10 minutes.

Stir in the cornstarch mixture and bring to a 
boil. Cook for 1 minute, stirring often. Transfer 
to a 10-inch ovenproof or foil pie dish.

Cool in the fridge for 10 minutes. Crumble 
the phyllo dough on top to cover. Drizzle with 
melted margarine.

Bake in preheated oven for 15 minutes or 
until phyllo is nicely browned.

Serve warm or at room temperature.
Ethel G. Hofman is a syndicated American 

Jewish food and travel columnist, author and 
culinary consultant.

Originally published at https://www.jns.org/
feature/fall-into-the-great-outdoors-dining-
under-the-stars-and-sky-during-sukkot.

Berry Compote 
Crumble (Photo by 
Ethel G. Hofman)

the First Temple stand as a powerful reminder of 
the Jewish people’s presence in Jerusalem some 
2,600 years ago. On the eve of Tisha B’Av, this 
discovery underscores that our connection to 
Jerusalem is rooted not only in faith, but also 
in history, archaeology and collective memory. 
It is our responsibility to continue uncovering, 
preserving and passing this heritage on to future 
generations.”

The latest discovery, the archaeologists 
said, adds to a growing body of archaeologi-
cal evidence uncovered in the City of David 
documenting life in ancient Jerusalem and the 
Babylonian destruction of the Kingdom of Judah 
nearly 2,600 years ago.

Originally published at https://www.jns.org/
feature/charred-first-temple-beams-unearthed-
in-jerusalems-city-of-david.

Beams Continued from page 10
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BY JNS STAFF
(JNS) – Nefesh B’Nefesh announced on 

August 5 the launch of Israel’s first National 
Educators Aliyah Program, a joint effort with 
the Education Ministry and the Aliyah and 
Integration Ministry to recruit Jewish teachers 
from North America amid a worsening national 
teacher shortage.

The shortage is considered most severe in 
English, math and science, and in the country’s 
central regions, according to the organization. 
Thousands of teachers already in the system 
lack full certification or are teaching outside 
their fields, it said.

The program is intended to let candidates 
complete credential recognition and licensing 
before they immigrate rather than after, so they 
can enter classrooms soon after arrival. Orga-

Nefesh B’Nefesh launches teacher aliyah program
nizers expect to begin identifying hundreds of 
prospective teachers this year, with placements 
targeted for the 2027-28 academic year.

The Education Ministry will map staffing 
needs by subject, region and school, and a cen-
tralized database will match candidates with 
openings. aliyah fairs, webinars and parlor 
meetings are planned across North America 
during 2026-27. Post-arrival support will in-
clude job placement, certification coursework, 
Hebrew-language instruction for the classroom 
and mentoring by veteran immigrant teachers.

“The teacher shortage is one of the greatest 
challenges facing Israel’s education system, and 
we are committed to addressing it with every 
tool at our disposal,” Education Minister Yoav 
Kisch said.

The initiative follows the International 

Medical Aliyah Program, launched by Nefesh 
B’Nefesh in 2024, which the group said has 
brought more than 1,000 physicians to Israel.

“When the government removes barriers, 
actively facilitates professional licensing and 
credential recognition, and supports new im-
migrants as they transition into the workforce, 
the results speak for themselves,” said Aliyah 
and Integration Minister Ofir Sofer.

Originally published at https://www.jns.org/
news/israel-news/nefesh-bnefesh-launches-
teacher-aliyah-program.

BY ETGAR LEFKOVITS
(JNS) – Israeli airline Israir announced on 

August 18 that it will launch flights to New York 
by October. The move comes as service on the 
lucrative transatlantic route remains limited, with 
only Israeli carriers currently flying nonstop to 
and from the United States after all three U.S. 
legacy carriers froze their flights due to the war 
with Iran.

While American carriers, led by Delta and 
United, are scheduled to resume service to Tel 
Aviv in September, airfares remain stubbornly 
high throughout the fall due to heavy postwar 
demand.

Israel’s second-largest carrier said it plans to 
start its New York flights by October 19 pending 
final FAA approval, with tickets set to go on sale 
in late August. It will bring forward the launch 
date if the final authorization comes in sooner. 
Israir did not cite a starting price for the route 
on August 18, but plans on offering economy, 
premium and business fares.

It is expected to run a daily flight to New 
York’s John F. Kennedy International Airport 
this fall, joining competing service by El Al, 
Arkia United and Delta.

Travel consultants said that the entry of an 
additional Israeli carrier on the top international 
route out of Tel Aviv was “significant news” 
for consumers and is expected to bring down 
airfares.

“We anticipate that as the supply of direct 
flights to New York grows, we will see a positive 
impact on pricing and availability, particularly 

Israir plans New York flights by 
October

during periods of high demand,” Yoni Waxman, 
deputy chairman of Israel’s Ophir Tours, told 
JNS. “The fact that it is an Israeli carrier offers 

See “Israir” on page 14

Use this planned giving quick reference guide to help determine the best strategy
for achieving your philanthropic and financial goals.

For more information or to discuss these planned giving options, please contact Daniel 
Chejfec, Executive Director, Jewish Federation of NEPA, 570-961-2300 (x1) or 

daniel.chejfec@jewishnepa.org.
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were days I almost cried,” he recalled. “It pained 
me that I was going against the principles of 
an independent photographer who started with 
nothing, but this was the history of the state of 
Israel.”

In August, the National Library held a special 
ceremony unveiling the Dan Hadani Collection.

It was only later in life that Hadani, who 
Hebraized his name after immigrating to Israel, 
publicly shared the story of his childhood during 
the Holocaust.

He was born Dunek Zloczewski in Lodz, Po-
land, in 1924 to a Zionist family that planned to 
immigrate to what was then British Mandatory 
Palestine before World War II. The family even 
reached Italy before a friend of his father’s, who 
had just returned from the Holy Land, persuaded 
them not to continue because of the Arab riots 
against Jews in the 1930s.

“That was our fate, and all the tragedy of 
Auschwitz,” he said.

Eight decades later, Hadani vividly remembers 
the brutality of the Germans as they entered 
Polish towns, murdering Jews trying to flee 
Lodz and pushing them into city sewers. “The 

spirit of mankind cannot comprehend what I 
saw,” he stated.

After his father, who had fallen ill, died in 
the Lodz Ghetto, Hadani, his mother and sister 
were deported to Auschwitz on one of the last 
transports in 1944. He lost sight of them within 
seconds of arriving at the Nazi death camp and 
never saw them again. He later learned that they 
had both been murdered.

Hadani still remembers looking into the open 
train cars and seeing the bodies of those who had 
not survived the journey lying alongside buckets 
of human waste. “It was a nightmare,” he said.

Soon afterward, he came face to face with 
German SS officer and physician Josef Mengele 
during one of the camp’s infamous selections. 
Mengele pointed in Hadani’s direction, prompt-
ing him to respond in German: “Did you mean 
me?” The Nazi guards looked on in astonish-
ment, accustomed to complete silence during 
the selections.

“Stand still, dog,” Mengele shouted, pointing 
instead to the man behind Hadani.

After the war, Hadani returned to Lodz to find 
he had no family left. He made his way to Italy 
before immigrating to Israel.

Eighty years later, the Hamas-led terrorist 
attacks in southern Israel on October 7, 2023, 
brought back painful childhood memories, leav-
ing him feeling that another kind of Holocaust 
had struck the Jewish state.

“You are living on a volcano,” he said. “Did 
you prepare yourself for that?”

Turning 102 in August, Hadani – who drove 
himself until last year and now receives only 

minimal assistance from a caregiver – is already 
focused on his next project: a book. “There is no 
‘I am tired’ for me,” he said. “This is something 
that I take with me from the Holocaust.”

He rises at 6 am each day and still goes out 
for coffee with friends in Tel Aviv. “I have to 
move about,” he said.

Looking back on his remarkable life, which 
began in tragedy, Hadani said he accomplished 
things that defied all logic. “It’s not how old you 
are; age is just a number,” he said.

Originally published at https://www.jns.org/
feature/at-101-an-israeli-photojournalist-and-
holocaust-survivor-still-sees-history-through-
the-lens.

Lens Continued from page 11

an additional advantage, especially given how 
much importance Israeli travelers place on flight 
continuity and certainty.”

“We have been waiting for quite some time for 
an additional Israeli airline to compete directly 
with El Al in flying nonstop to New York,” said 
Mark Feldman, CEO of Jerusalem’s Ziontours. 
“If Israir wants to gain market share, they will 
need to aggressively market – and not match – El 
Al prices, and then the Israeli public will jump 
at this option.”

Israir operated transatlantic flights to New 
York from 2004 to 2008, when rising fuel prices 
forced it to suspend the route.

Originally published at https://www.jns.org/
news/israel-news/israir-plans-new-york-flights-
by-october.
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Check out the Federation’s new, updated website at www.jewishnepa.org or find it on FacebookÊ

BY LINDA GRADSTEIN
(JNS) SDEROT, Israel – It’s 

hard to believe that the population 
of this city, less than a mile from 
the border with Gaza and with less 
than 20 seconds to reach a bomb 
shelter if a rocket is fired from the 
Strip, has actually increased since 
October 7, 2023.

According to city statistics, 
Sderot had 35,477 residents in 2023. 
Today, it has 42,000 – an increase 
of nearly 20 percent.

One of those new residents is Hila 
Malka, who was born in the United 
States and grew up in Beit Shemesh 
as the daughter of American parents. 
“We wanted to strengthen the city, 
and we fell in love with it,” she told 
JNS. “It’s a very warm community 
with really good people.”

She works for the Reut Founda-
tion, an NGO that supports the city’s 
residents with a variety of programs, 
including providing Shabbat food 
for families with a parent serving in 
the reserves and running a summer 
camp for at-risk children. Reut also 
sponsored an English-language 
tour of Sderot in August, attracting 
several religious families, including 
one with six children that made 
aliyah from Toronto just a year ago.

Many Israelis, especially “An-
glos,” as English speakers are called 
here, have never visited Sderot. 

Sderot grows in the shadow of Gaza
Residents are proud of their city 
and want to make sure the story of 
what happened here is not forgotten.

Nir Kalfa, 49, a lawyer and father 
of six who was born in Sderot, told 
the group about his experiences 
on October 7, when he was in his 
home’s safe room with his wife and 
five of their six children. Several of 
the dozens of armed terrorists who 
took over Sderot passed in front of 
his house. One of his daughters, a 
teenager, was spending Shabbat 
with friends, and Kalfa got into his 
car to try to bring her home before 
being stopped by police. He said 
residents did not realize the extent 
of the attack until several hours 
had passed.

Overall, 72 Israelis were killed 
in Sderot on October 7, including a 
group of Holocaust survivors who 
were vacationing in the city. One 
of the fiercest battles took place 
at the Sderot police station, where 
terrorists seized the building, killed 
11 police officers and fought Israeli 
forces for hours until the station was 
demolished.

Today, the site of the police sta-
tion serves as a memorial and was 
the first stop on the Sderot tour. 
Towering concrete and steel pil-
lars, accompanied by music, stand 
next to a memorial path containing 
stones and metal from the original 

munity and significant tax benefits. 
With train service to Sderot, Tel 
Aviv is just 58 minutes away.

Kalfa said that while October 7 
was traumatic for the entire city, 
residents had already been living 
under the threat of rocket attacks 
from Gaza for more than 20 years. 
Residents have less than 20 seconds 
to reach a bomb shelter and many of 
the city’s public buildings, includ-
ing entire schools, are reinforced.

In the wake of October 7, there 
was a desperate need for therapists, 
and Kalfa said many children, 
including his own, show signs of 
post-traumatic stress. The city has 
marshaled resources to help, includ-
ing a large Resilience Center that 
offers a range of services. 

On an August afternoon, about 
40 children enthusiastically banged 
drumsticks on overturned yellow 
pails as Amiram, an energetic teach-
er, shouted commands and led them 
in songs. The at-risk children spent 
their summer vacation at a camp 
at the Resilience Center. They re-
ceived two meals a day and go home 
only to sleep. During the school 
year, the center provides homework 
assistance and other services.

Residents want the world to know 
that despite the trials of the past 
three years, they remain optimistic.

“Sderot is a beacon of resilience, 
strength and hope,” Kalfa told the 
group. “Despite all of the challenges 
we’ve faced, we didn’t give up and 
we’re still here.”

Originally published at https://
www.jns.org/feature/sderot-grows-
in-the-shadow-of-gaza.

police station, an emotional remind-
er of the battle that took place there.

The next stop was a coffee cart 
overlooking Gaza established in 
memory of Capt. Shilo “Chico” 
Cohen. His father, Aryeh Cohen, 
described how his 24-year-old son, 
who served in the Israeli Air Force’s 
elite Shaldag unit, was home on a 
short leave on October 7. As soon 
as he heard about the attack, he 
grabbed his pistol and headed to 
Kibbutz Be’eri, one of the com-
munities hardest hit in the Hamas 
massacre. He joined a group of other 
special forces soldiers and fought 
at Be’eri, where he was killed late 
that afternoon.

His father dug up a tangerine tree 
near the site, as well as a piece of 
the wall of the home in Be’eri where 
Chico was killed. They are now 
placed at a lookout point overlook-
ing what used to be Beit Hanoun in 
Gaza. All profits from the coffee cart 
go to the Reut Foundation.
A CITY BUILT ON RESILIENCE

Sderot was founded in 1951 as 
a transit camp for Jewish immi-
grants, including those from Iran 
and Kurdistan. About one-third 
of its residents are Orthodox, in-
cluding many of the new arrivals, 
while many residents who are not 
Orthodox nevertheless consider 
themselves traditional.

“No businesses are open on 
Shabbat,” Kalfa told JNS. “But the 
swimming pool is open for anyone 
who wants to go.” He said Sderot 
offers residents several advantages, 
including housing that is far cheaper 
than in central Israel, a warm com-

BY JNS STAFF
(JNS) – Israel’s 25th Knesset voted 

on July 17 to dissolve itself in its 
second and third (final) readings, 
clearing the way for national elec-
tions on October 27. The measure 
passed with the support of coalition 
and opposition lawmakers, and 
without any votes against.

The vote heralds the end of the 
tenure of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s current 
coalition, which became the first 
Israeli government in decades to 
complete a full four-year term. 
Israelis will elect the 26th Knesset 
in the upcoming elections. 

Before approving the dissolution 
bill, the coalition secured passage 
of legislation keeping mandatory 
Israel Defense Forces service for 
men at 32 months; it had been set 
to drop to 30 months at the begin-
ning of 2027. The bill passed with 
the backing of ultra-Orthodox 
lawmakers despite a longstanding 
dispute over military conscription 
for haredi yeshiva students that had 
strained the coalition.

Originally published at www.
jns.org/news/israel-news/knesset-

Knesset votes to dissolve, sets 
Oct. 27 election date

votes-to-dissolve-formally-sets-
oct-27-election-date.
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We bring security. 

SUSIE BLUM CONNORS AND ALEX ITZKOWITZ, CO-CHAIRS OF OUR 2026-27 UJA CAMPAIGN. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

Throughout Europe, violent attacks target Jewish people and Jewish institutions. Security is posted at synagogues. At Jewish 
day schools, five-year-olds file past armed guards to get to the playground. Jewish students arriving at college encounter toxic 
anti-Israel slogans. 

Your UJA gift will help restore a sense of security. With your help, we can share expertise and funding to keep children safe at 
schools, and stand up against hatred so that Jews everywhere can walk without fear - into a synagogue or simply down the street. 

That's why there's UJA and the Federation.
And that’s why we need you.

The mission of the Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania is to rescue the imperiled, care
for the vulnerable, support Israel and world Jewry, and revitalize and perpetuate Jewish life in
Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________ State:________________ZIP: __________________

Home phone: ______________ Work phone:___________________Cell phone: __________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________________________________________

_____ I’m enclosing a gift of $_____________      _______I’ll pledge $_____________ *  

*____ One-time *_____ Quarterly installments (1/4 of total) * ____  Monthly installments (1/12 of total)

Authorized signature   Date

2026-27 UJA Campaign
Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania

601 Je�erson Avenue, Scranton, PA 18510
Telephone: 570-961-2300 (ext. 3)

Payment options

_____  Please bill me at the above address.

_____  Enclosed is my check payable to “UJA/Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania”.

_____  On-line banking (designate your payments through your bank auto-draft account to

  “UJA/Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania”).

_____  My company ( _________________________ ) has a matching gift program.

 I’ll obtain the form and forward it.


