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When the war in Ukraine 
started, the Jewish Federations 
of North America immediately 
initiated a special Emergency 
Fund, and the local communi-
ty has contributed more than 
$27,000 to that fund. As of April 
4, JFNA had already allocated 
over $40 million to the rescue 
efforts to over 35 NGOs operating 
on the ground, as well, of course, 
to the Jewish Agency for Israel, 
the Joint Distribution Committee, 
ORT and JCC Global.

The initial support focused on 
the most vulnerable populations, 
providing housing, clothing, medi-
cation, cash assistance, counseling, 

BY JOAN DAVIS
Passover, that 

joyous spring 
holiday with its 
hope for renew-
al and redemp-
tion, always lifts 
my spirits. The 
roasted egg, the 
Hillel sandwich, 
the wine and 
the matzah are 

so steeped in tradition that Tevye 
would be proud.

I was quite pleased to get the in-
vitation from the Jewish Federation 
for the virtual Master Class series 
for Passover. Our own personal 
NEPA cooking show! Chef Le-
Anne Shor, a local blogger, www.
lionsbread.com, and mother of 
four, living in the Poconos, would 
prepare Chicken Tagine with Dried 

Northeastern Pennsylvania Jewish Community 
contributes over $27K to Ukraine Emergency Fund

security and, of course, transporta-
tion for those fleeing the war zone. 
As of April 10:

 � 12,100 refugees have been fed 
and housed.

 � 7,000 refugees received on-the-
ground support in Ukraine.

 � 5,500 Jewish Ukrainian refugees 
arrived in Israel.

 � 7,800 beds have been rented to 
house the refugees.

 � Lifeline for 18,000 Jewish elderly 
and 2,500 poor Jewish children.

 � Rental of the busses used through-
out Ukraine to take refugees to 
neighboring countries.

 � In partnership with the JDC, 
volunteer project has been initi-

ated, bringing Russian speaking 
volunteers to the refugees’ recep-
tion centers in Poland, Hungary, 
Romania, Czech Republic and 
Moldova, as well as an Emergency 
Volunteer Project staffing mobile 
kitchens to provide hot meals for 
the refugees.

Among our direct partners on the 
ground are HIAS, Hillel Interna-
tional, Israel Trauma Coalition, JCC 
of Krakow, Jewish Community of 
Vienna, Nefesh B’Nefesh, Project 
Kesher, Shma Israel, Chabad and 
United Hatzalah. The Emergency 
Fund provided funds for all of 
them to reach out to those in need 
of support.

These efforts on behalf of the 
200,000 Jews of the Ukraine, prove 
once again that the Federation sys-
tem allows the local community 
to work together to save lives and 
provide for the needs of Jews any-
where. And everyone’s contribu-
tion, through the Jewish Federation 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania helps 
make it happen. And the efforts 
will continue until the emergency 
is over.

As NEPA Jews, we are proud to 
be part of these efforts, because “kol 
Israel arevim ze b’ze” (all Jews are 
responsible for one another). To all 
those who made it possible: todah 
rabbah (thank you).

Jewish Federation Passover Virtual Master Classes

Joan Davis

Chef LeAnne 
Shor

Kevin Danna

Fruit, and Flourless Molten Choc-
olate Cake, while Kevin Danna, 
owner of Binah Winery, a local 
kosher artisanal winery located in 
Allentown, would show us how to 
complement the menu with inspired 
wine pairings. My mouth watered 
at the thought of creating some new 
traditions in my own household.

The Chicken Tagine was first 
on the calendar. I watched Chef 
LeAnne organize her ingredients 
on the counter. She advised us to 
always prep our ingredients first, 
something that I never seem able 
to do in my kitchen. Why am I am 
always reaching for the spices while 
I’m in the middle of stirring or mix-
ing something? My method makes 
my cooking very complicated, but 
Chef LeAnne broke it all down for 
us with her calm manner and good 
sense of crowd control. I’m partial, 

but anything with chicken thighs, 
apricots, dates, prunes and date 
syrup/honey has got to be good 
in my book. 

The next week, Kevin Danna of 
Allentown, PA, shared his passion 
and mission for artisanal kosher 
wine sourcing local grapes. Using 
a combination of power point 
and conversation, Kevin delved 
into the beginnings of Binah as a 
vineyard where family members 
brought the grapes to maturity and 
then to the winery. We learned many 
facets of winemaking, including 
the fascinating process of making 
sparkling wine! Questions and 
comments reflected the audience’s 
interest and appreciation for Kevin’s 
love of winemaking.

Binah wines are certified kosher 
for Passover, and all year by both 
the Orthodox Union (OU) and the 
Allentown Orthodox Rabbinate, 
and can be found at the Greenridge 
Giant Market and on Kevin’s web-
site, www.binahwines.com. 

It was the flourless molten choco-
late cake that truly nipped my taste 
buds. I’ll skip dinner to make room 
for anything with the words “mol-
ten” and “chocolate” in the same 

sentence. Luckily Chef LeAnne 
had already led us through the main 
course with her Chicken Tagine, so 
it was definitely, deliberately and 
deliciously time for the best part 
of the meal.

Chef LeAnne once again dis-
played all of her ingredients, nicely 
measured and lined up on the count-
er, and reminded us that baking is a 
science, requiring a strict adherence 
to times and specific ingredients. 
“Prep all your ingredients and fol-
low the recipe to a T,” she cautioned 

See “Classes” on page 5
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BY JUDY LASH BALINT
(JNS) – Rehabilitating a crack 

house in Tiberias was not exactly in 
the job description of Yamin Levy, 
rabbi of an Orthodox synagogue 
in Great Neck, NY. But that house 
happened to be located right next 
to the dilapidated tomb of Rabbi 
Moses ben Maimon, the great me-
dieval philosopher and halachic 
authority known as the Rambam, 
or Maimonides. And so, Levy could 
not sit idly by.

That was back in 2004, during 
the closing days of the Second In-
tifada, when Levy led a solidarity 
tour to Israel that included several 
congregants of his Iranian Jewish 
Center congregation as well as the 
then-mayor of Great Neck.

“We were mortified when we 
stopped for a visit to the Rambam’s 
grave and saw that house,” Levy 
recalled to JNS in a Zoom interview. 
“There was blatant prostitution 
there,” he says. “I was so upset; I 
was physically sick.”

Back in New York, the rabbi set 
about finding out who owned the 
house and raised the funds from 
among his congregants to buy the 
property. “That’s how our organi-

A New York rabbi and a medieval sage help revitalize 
struggling Israeli city of Tiberias

zation started,” he explains. Among 
the initial donors were Joshua Set-
ton, CEO of Setton International 
Foods; and the late Stanley O. Sil-
verstein, founder of Nina Footwear.

Visitors to the Tiberias site today 
see an entirely different reality. The 
tomb of Maimonides that the 2004 
New York delegation found neglect-
ed, dark and dirty is now well-lit, 
surrounded by well-maintained 
shrubbery, filled with new prayer 
books, and furnished with comfort-
able and attractive seating. Plaques 
in English and Hebrew explaining 
important facts about the revered 
sage line the approach to the site.

The former crack house next 
door is now a restored three-story 
building that houses the Maimon-
ides Heritage Center, an active 
educational and community facil-
ity used as a place to carry out the 
Rambam’s principles of education 
and acts of lovingkindness.

But in the early days, opposition 
came fast and furious from an un-
expected quarter: Israel’s haredi 
political leaders who oversaw the 
National Center for the Develop-
ment of Holy Sites that operates 
under the aegis of the Ministry of 
Religious Services. They did not 
want to relinquish control of the site. 
“We had to go to war with them,” 
recalls Levy. “They asked: ‘Who is 
this American rabbi who came out 
of nowhere to take charge here?’”

With the help of people like Li-
kud Knesset member Limor Livnat, 
who served as minister of education 
(2006-08) and minister of culture 
and sport (2009-15), things began 
to move. Livnat, who has a home in 
northern Israel, shared the vision of 
bringing one million people a year 
to an educational center in Tiberias 
based on Maimonides principles.

According to Levy, it was Livnat 
who used her influence to fight 
the opposition and push through 
the bureaucracy that allowed the 
Americans to proceed with the 
renovations at the tomb, as well as 
the purchase of the property that 

became the Educational Center.
Acting Mayor of Tiberias Boaz 

Yosef told JNS that he is not both-
ered by the fact that almost all the 
funding for the revitalization of the 
Maimonides tomb and center comes 
from abroad. “Unfortunately, the 
government doesn’t approve, and 
there’s almost no government fund-
ing coming our way,” he laments. 
“Such a site is of importance to all 
the Jewish people, and we welcome 
anyone who wants to participate.”

Today, the center enjoys the 
support of the Ministries of Edu-
cation and Tourism, as well as the 
President’s Office.

In recent decades, Tiberias – a 
city of 55,000 on the western shore 
of the Kinneret – has suffered from 
tension between the secular and 
ultra-Orthodox populations, cou-
pled with a succession of mayors 
who have failed to capitalize on the 
remarkable physical and historical 
assets of the city to change its image.

The coronavirus pandemic 
caused even more deterioration 
to a city whose economy relies 
heavily on tourism, so Yosef sees 
the Maimonides Center as an im-
portant draw. “Jews from all over 
the world honor the Rambam; we 
want to build a place where they 
can all come to honor this great 
heritage,” he says.

Now, the goal is to expand the exist-
ing renovated center into a $20 million 
state-of-the-art Rambam Quarter in 
the heart of Tiberias. “The vision is 
that you’ll find your link to Judaism 
here, no matter who you are – reli-
gious, not religious, male or female, 
Sephardic or Ashkenaz. This is our 
link,” Levy states enthusiastically.

The rabbi’s group has hired the 
Diskin Multidisciplinary Design 
firm, whose Israeli projects include 
the Peres Peace Library in Tel Aviv 
and the Friends of Zion Museum 
in Jerusalem. The Diskin motto – 
“Achieving immersive emotional 
and physical experiences that 
convey your message” – is exactly 
what both Yosef and Levy hope to 

create in the area surrounding the 
tomb of the Rambam.

Despite growing up in an obser-
vant home in Montreal and having 
a Jewish day-school education, 
Levy recounts that he never en-
countered the teachings of the 
Rambam until the early days of his 
yeshiva studies in Israel. It was his 
teacher, Rabbi Haim Fogel, who 
opened the door to Maimonides 
for the young Yamin Levy.

The discovery of a figure who 
combined philosophy, talmudic 
wisdom, medical knowledge and 
intellectual rigor was intriguing and 
became the focal point of Levy’s 
Judaism. “Rambam was a codifier of 
the talmudic tradition and a staple of 
Jewish law. You can’t learn Jewish 
law without the Rambam,” he states.

“I firmly believe the Rambam is 
the voice for the 21st-century serious 
Jew. It’s the voice of reason, pro-
found spirituality, the voice of sci-
ence and philosophy, and halachah 
at the highest level and the voice 
that links our talmudic authorities to 
Jewish law until today,” he explains.

“The Rambam is the voice of 
reason when it comes to Jewish law. 
The beauty of the Rambam is that 
women can lead the Purim megillah 
reading because of the Rambam and 
the haredi world does things their 
way because of the Rambam.”

Levy told JNS that back in 2004, 
he focused on an idea from the 

The former crack house in Tiberias 
that’s the Maimonides Heritage 
Center. (Photo by July Lash Balint)

Rabbi Yamin Levy, 58, founder of 
the Maimonides Heritage Center in 
Tiberias, Israel. (Photo courtesy of 
Rabbi Yamin Levy)

At the Tomb of Maimonides (the Rambam) in central Tiberias, on the 
western shore of the Sea of Galilee (Photo by Judy Lash Balint)

See “Tiberias” on page 8
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charge of our own destiny, reaffirming our right 
to live by our own standards and ethical values 
as reflected in the Torah. Both days are about an 
effort to bring our people together. One failed, 
the other succeeded.

And today, we continue to take our destiny 
in our own hands – helping Jews wherever they 
might be, making our values alive by helping 
people in war zones and disaster areas, living 
up to our charge as “light unto the Nations” by 
helping people around the world to gain access 
to medical care, clean water and electricity. 
And we, as American Jews, are full partners in 
those efforts. The Jewish Federations of North 
America, of which our Federation is a proud 
member, with its overseas partners the Jewish 
Agency for Israel (JAFI), the Joint Distribution 
Committee (JDC) and the Organization for 
Rehabilitation and Training (ORT) work with 
Israeli nonprofits and the Israeli government to 
make it all possible. Your contribution to the 
Annual Campaign helps make it real; you are 
a partner. Take pride – We have done it, we are 
doing it and we will continue to do it together 
as a community.

May is the month of the Jewish people
This month started a couple of days after 

Yom Hashoah, the day that commemorates the 
darkest event for the Jewish people in the 20th 

century. But, as we open May, we enter not only 
a new month, but a very different period in the 
Jewish calendar. On the 20th day of the counting 
of the omer (which 
this year falls on May 
6), we celebrate Israel 
Independence Day, 
and, on the 33rd day of 
the omer (May 19), it 
is Lag B’Omer.

These two days have 
a lot in common. Lag B’Omer is a reminder of 
the second century revolt against Rome, when the 
Jews rose against that powerful empire for their 
right to dignity, respect and freedom of religion 
– none of which were a given in those days. The 
rebellion failed, but it remained engraved in the 
Jewish psyche as an event that created Jewish 
unity. The Bar Kochva rebellion associated with 
Lag B’Omer was followed by similar rebellions 
in several Diasporic Jewish communities – the 
largest one in Kairawan (present day Lybia). 

Lag B’Omer is also traditionally considered 
the day when the plague killing Rabbi Akiva’s 
students ended. It is also considered by many 
as the day of celebrating Rabbi Shimon Bar 
Yochai, traditionally considered the father of 
Jewish mysticism (Kabbalah). In short, Lag 

B’Omer is packed with meaning, with the main 
message of Jewish unity and dignity.

In the 20th century, Yom Ha’atzmaut marked 
the counterpart to Yom Hashoah (Holocaust 
Remembrance Day). From an historical perspec-
tive, it almost comes as the day in which the Jew-
ish people rose from the ashes of the Holocaust 
and recovered its national dignity with Israel’s 
independence. It is not a day without mourning, 
as the day before is dedicated to the memory of 
all the soldiers and victims of terror who made 
(and make) Israel possible. Yom Ha’atzmaut is 
a day of celebration of being Jewish, of being 
free, of being able to raise our heads high and 
proclaim we are Jews. It is the day in which 
we recovered our right to self-determination as 
a people. Its impact is large; not just in terms 
of the political state of Israel, but also in terms 
of the impact Israel had in all Jews around the 
world, restoring self-respect and dignity after 
one of the biggest tragedies in our history.

Both days are about being a people and taking 

FROM THE DESK OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DANIEL CHEJFEC , PH.D. 

B’nai Harim 25th 
anniversary

B’nai Harim’s 25th Anniversary celebration 
will be held on Saturday, May 14. For infor-
mation, see the ad below. Those interested in 
attending are asked to call the message center 
at 570-646-0100 to make a reservation.

Rabbi Needed
Temple Israel of the Poconos is 
a well-established Conservative 
Synagogue in the heart of the 

ever-growing Pocono Mountains.  
The responsibilities of our Religious 

Leader includes leading services, 
reading Torah, developing educational programs for adults and 

youth, and serving the congregation in life cycle events. The Rabbi 
would work with the lay leadership to engage members and grow 
membership at the Shul while representing the Synagogue in the 

community in a positive manner. The candidate should have strong 
public speaking skills to deliver meaningful and engaging sermons.   

Please send letter of interest and resume to: 
Administrator/TIPOC, 711 Wallace Street, Stroudsburg, PA 18360  

E-mail: tipoc@ptd.net. Phone 570-421-8781.
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BY REPORTER STAFF
A variety of Jewish groups are 

offering educational and recre-
ational online resources. Below is 
a sampling of those. The Reporter 
will publish additional listings as 
they become available. 

 � The Jewish Book Council will 
hold “Virtual Unpacking the Book: 
Gary Shteyngart and Claire Stan-
ford: Happiness in the Time of Tech-
nology” on Thursday, May 12, from 
7-8 pm. Gary Shteyngart and Claire 
Stanford will discuss “what happi-
ness is in today’s fragmented world, 
and what the future of happiness 
will be as technology advances.” 
For more information or to regis-
ter, visit www.jewishbookcouncil.
org/events/virtual-unpacking-the-
book-gary-shteyngart-and-claire-
stanford-happiness-in-the-time-of.

 � The latest issue of JewishFic-
tion.Net is available free online 
and can be accessed by visiting 
www.jewishfiction.net/index.php/
current-issue/.

 � The Museum of Jewish Heritage 
will hold the virtual program “In-
troduction to Sephardic History in 
Salonica” on Wednesdays, May 
4-25, from 6-7:15 pm. There is 
a $144 fee for the classes, which 
may not be taken separately. The 
course will look at the history 
of Sephardic Jewry, Ladino cul-
ture and the Jewish heartland of 
southeastern Europe and Anatolia 
through the story of one family from 
Salonica (current-day Thessaloni-
ki, Greece). For more information 
or to register, visit https://898a.
blackbaudhosting.com/898a/page.
aspx?pid=196&tab=2&txob-
jid=71796a9d-c3f3-46d7-975e-

Jewish online resources
e94d9fddd518&. 

 � The Yiddish Book Center will 
hold several virtual programs: “A 
Converstion: Jennie Goldstein, Yid-
dish Drama Queen,” with Amanda 
Seigel, on Thursday, May 12, at 7 
pm; “A Conversation: Translator 
Rachel Mines” and “The Rivals 
and Other Stories” on Thursday, 
June 9, at 7 pm; “Working toward 
a Healthy Generation: An Archival 
Show-and-Tell on Jewish Women’s 
Health in Eastern Europe,” with 
Stefanie Halpern, on Thursday, 
June 16, at 7 pm; and “My Father’s 
Yiddish Library,” with Mila Gold-
berg, on Sunday, June 19, at 2 pm. 
For more information or to regis-
ter, visit www.yiddishbookcenter.
org/events-and-store/virtual-pub-
lic-programs-calendar.

 � The Jewish Book Council will 
hold the virtual program “Paper 
Brigade’s Short Story Club: ‘The 
Realist,’” with Basia Winograd, on 
Monday, May 9, from 12:30-1 pm. 
The event is free. Those interested 
can read the short story at www.
jewishbookcouncil.org/pb-daily/
the-realist. For more information or 
to register, visit www.jewishbook-
council.org/events/paper-brigades-
short-story-club-the-realist-with-
basia-winograd.

 � Season two of the “A Bintel 
Brief” podcast, the Forward’s ad-
vice column, has started. Recent 
episodes can be found at https://a-
bintel-brief.simplecast.com/.

 � A Joey Weisenberg Album 
Release Concert will be held on 
Thursday, May 26, from 7:30-9 
pm, live at The Weitzman Nation-
al Museum of American Jewish 
History in Philadelphia and lives-

treamed on Zoom. A minimum 
donation of $5 is requested to see 
the concert on Zoom. Weisenberg 
will be joined by Deborah Sacks 
Mintz, Yosef Goldman, Daniel 
Ori and Richie Barshay. For more 
information or to register, visit 
https://theweitzman.org/events/
weisenberg-album-release/. 

 � The Museum of Jewish Heritage 
will hold two musical events in 
May: “Music from Auschwitz: A 
Concert Series,” a series of two 
concerts, on Wednesday, May 25, 
and Thursday, May 26, at 7 pm, 
which features “10 short musical 
pieces arranged by Polish political 
prisoners who were members of the 
men’s orchestra in the Auschwitz I 
camp” (https://mjhnyc.org/events/
music-from-auschwitz-a-concert-
series/); and “Good Trouble: A June-
teenth Tribute Concert” with the 
Knickerbocker Chamber Orchestra 
on Sunday, June 19, at 3 pm (https://
mjhnyc.org/events/good-trouble-a-
juneteenth-tribute-concert/). 

 � Maven will hold the free event “Is 
It Funny for the Jews?” with Rabbi 
Sherre Hirsch in conversation with 
Dani Klein Modisett, Founder/CEO 
of Laughter on Call, on Tuesday, 
June 14, from 3-3:45 pm. The dis-
cussion will focus “on how and why 
we address serious topics – from the 
personal to the global – with humor, 
and whether it is always helpful to 
do so.” For more information or 
to register, visit https://maven.aju.
edu/events-classes/program/is-it-
funny-for-the-jews/.

 � The Jewish Theological Assem-
bly will hold several virtual events 

and classes in May: “Does Faith 
Matter?: The Ancient Jewish De-
bate About Faith and Mitzvot” on 
Monday, May 9, from 2-3:30 pm 
(www.jtsa.edu/event/does-faith-
matter-the-ancient-jewish-debate-
about-faith/); “Reaching for the 
Heavens: The Music of Composer 
Gerald Cohen” on Tuesday, May 10, 
from 7:30-9:30 pm (www.jtsa.edu/
event/reaching-for-the-heavens/); 
“Watering the Soul in Times of 
Faith and Doubt” on Monday, May 
16, from 2-3:30 pm (www.jtsa.edu/
event/watering-the-soul-in-times-
of-faith-and-doubt/); “Resilience in 
the Face of the Crusades” on Tues-
day, May 17, from 8-9 pm (www.
jtsa.edu/event/resilience-in-the-
face-of-the-crusades/); and “Jewish 
Theology in America, Today and 
Tomorrow” on Monday, May 23, 
from 2-3:30 pm (www.jtsa.edu/
event/jewish-theology-in-ameri-
ca-today-and-tomorrow/). 

 � Tikvah has sponsored a 10-part 
podcast “The Stories Jews Tell” 
with Harvard Professor Ruth Wisse, 
which will explore classic stories of 
the modern Jewish literary canon. 
Works to be discussed were written 
by Chasidic masters and poets, sat-
irists and surrealists, Zionists and 
heretics. There is a cost of $25 for 
the season. For more information 
or to sign up, visit https://stories-
jewstell.com/lp.

For additional resources, see 
previous issues of The Reporter on 
its website, www.thereportergroup.
org/s t reams/misce l laneous-
features/miscellaneous-features/
tag/80309?.

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Couple plans to build first Holocaust museum 
in Boston

Jewish philanthropists Jody Kipnis and Todd Ruderman of Massachu-
setts bought a 15,000-square-foot building in Boston to create a Holocaust 
museum. “Look what’s going on in Europe again,” she said, referring 
to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in late February, reported the AP. “And 
we’ve seen a rise in hate crimes and swastika graffiti in schools in Mas-
sachusetts. We’re looking to build a museum that will be an interactive, 
cautionary experience.” They purchased the building on Tremont Street 
for $11.5 million. A New England Holocaust Memorial stands in the 
city; however, this would be the first indoor museum. 

To get Federation updates via email,
        register on our website
        www.jewishnepa.org

Pledge or Donate
online at

www.jewishnepa.org/donate

       r
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After two years of virtual dinners, the Scranton 
Hebrew Day School will return to an in-person 
gala event celebrating the school’s 74th Anniver-
sary on Sunday, May 22, at the Jewish Discovery 
Center in the Abingtons. 

Highlighting the event are this year’s hon-
orees: Parents of the Year – Rabbi and Mrs. 
Yehuda Salkow; Grandparents of the Year – 
Rabbi and Mrs. Yaakov Yisroel Goldman; and 
Yovel Jubilee Alumnus Awardee – Mr. Arthur 
Z. Quint – Class of 1972.

Announcing this event, Rabbi Dovid Rosen-
berg, director of development, stated that “this 

Scranton Hebrew Day School to celebrate
74th anniversary

year’s roster of honorees exemplifi es dedication, 
devotion and service to our school.”

Rabbi and Mrs. Salkow are parents of several 
alumni and current day school students. Rabbi 
Salkow is vice-president of the school’s Ex-
ecutive Board and Mrs. Salkow is a fi rst rank 
volunteer for all school fund-raising projects. 

Rabbi and Mrs. Goldman reside in Passaic, 
NJ. Mrs. Goldman is a Scrantonian, who is the 
daughter of Rabbi and Mrs. Yaakov Schnaid-
man, is also a day school alumna and now her 
grandchildren are the third generation of that 
family to attend SHDS.

Arthur Z. Quint, son of the late Earl and 
Esther Bea Quint, is a graduate of the Class 
of ‘72 which is celebrating their Yovel Ju-
bilee – 50th Anniversary. Arthur resides in 
Queens, NY, and is an active member of his 
community, exemplifying all the qualities 
of kindness and benevolence that were hall-
marks of his parents as well as the values 
taught at the day school.

To place Journal ads and to make dinner reser-
vations, call the school offi  ce at 570-346-1576, 
e-mail dinner@shdspa.org or visit dinner.shdspa.
org. The ad deadline is Wednesday, May 11.

us.  We were Jewish mothers, but who knew we 
were scientists?!

“Use a neutral olive oil and whisk the eggs and 
sugar together until they are frothy and smooth,” 
instructed Chef LeAnne. The big bowl she used 
reminded me of the one my grandma used to 
whip a dozen egg yolks for her Passover sponge 
cake, and that made me a little teary-eyed. But 
we warriors of the kitchen were creating new 
traditions to add to the old, so carry on. 

All of us salivated when Chef LeAnne 
chopped the 70 percent dark chocolate pieces 
and carefully melted them in a double boiler. 
She has four kids, but doesn’t own a micro-
wave. How is that possible? But at this point, 
I would do whatever Chef LeAnne told me to 
do, short of mixing dairy with fl eische! She 
then sprayed each ramekin with cooking spray 
and carefully coated each with cocoa powder 
in preparation for the gooey, chocolatey, egg, 
almond fl our, vanilla and salt mixture that 
would transform magically into a tasty volca-

asked about diff erent fl ours, but Chef LeAnne 
recommended almond fl our over other substi-
tutes, and told us that kosher Morton salt was 
her preferred brand. 

Imagine having such talent right in NEPA! I 
don’t know about anyone else, but I can’t wait 
to make these recipes in my own kitchen and 
actually get to eat them, with a pairing of Binah 
wine. Thank you, Jewish Federation, for this 
wonderful series of programs.

Classes Continued from page 1
no, spewing forth chocolate lava. Chef LeAnne 
led us to the brink of chocolate ecstasy, when 
she fi nally put the fi lled ramekins on a baking 
tin lined with parchment paper, and slipped 
them into a 400-degree oven. We had 12-14 
minutes to wait. 

During our virtual cooking experience, the 
chat box fi lled with questions as we learned 
that if we wanted to serve to a larger crowd, 
we could use muffi  n tins or a cake pan. Others 

For information, contact Kathy Brown
at 1-800-779-7896, ext. 244,

or 
advertising@thereportergroup.org

P  A  C  E
Your gift to the Annual Campaign

DOES A WORLD OF GOOD.
Endowing your gift allows you to be there for the

Jewish community of NEPA forever.

A Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment (PACE) is a permanent fund that endows
your Jewish community Annual Campaign gift as a lasting legacy. A PACE fund will 

continue to make an annual gift in perpetuity on your behalf.

Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment

To determine the amount you need to endow your entire campaign gift, multiply your current 
annual gift by 20. 
You can fund your PACE by adding the JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTHEASTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA to your will, or by making the Federation a benefi ciary of your IRA. All 
contributions to establish a PACE are tax deductible.

Let your name be remembered as a blessing.
Endowments can be created through a variety of vehicles, some of which do not necessitate 
funding during your lifetime yet still provide your estate with considerable tax benefi ts.  
They also enable you to perpetuate your commitment to the Annual Campaign in a way that 
best achieves your own personal fi nancial and estate planning goals.

Using appreciated property, such as securities or real estate, a� ords you the opportunity to
eliminate the income tax on the long-term capital gain, will in some instances generate a full income
tax charitable deduction and will remove those assets from your estate for estate tax purposes.

For more information contact Daniel Chejfec at 
Daniel.Chejfec@jewishnepa.org or call 570-961-2300, ext. 1.)

Examples Of Ways To Fund Your Pace Gift Are:
 * outright contribution  of cash, appreciated securities 
  * capital gain property such as real estate
 * charitable remainder trust
 * gift of life insurance
 * charitable lead trust 
 * gift of IRA or pension plan assets
 * grant from your foundation
 * reserved life estate in your residence
 * bequest
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Thousands of vibrant forsythias dotted the 
landscape along the roads that lead to the lovely 
Bushkill Inn and Conference Center, the home 
of this year’s Jewish Resource Center Passover 
Retreat! Staff and volunteers worked fervently, 
preparing for this much-beloved event that en-
dured a two-year hiatus due to COVID. Guests 
from near and far gathered to engage in a week-
end filled with tradition, meaningful spirituality, 
education and food! Although most the guests 
came for the whole weekend, the individual 
sedarim, events and classes were also attended 
by locals who joined as they desired.

From those who 
came for the whole 
weekend experience, 
Friday began with a 
swim in the hotel’s in-
door pool after check-
in! While a light buffet 
was served, a photog-
rapher captured special 
moments as guests 
posed in the lobby. 
After prayers and can-

dle-lighting it was time for the main event – the 
first seder that was led enthusiastically by Rabbi 
Yehuda Salkow, director of the JRC, with the 
participation of his father-in-law, Rabbi Yitzchok 
Silkin, who was visiting from Great Britain. 
More than 90 guests, some prepared with comfy 
pillows, made their way to the main dining room 
where they would spend the evening commem-
orating the Exodus of the Israelites from slavery 
in Egypt. The service focused on the relevance 
of these historical events to our times, while 
engaging the children and feeding their excite-
ment. Following the matzah and the bitter herbs, 
a delicious dinner was served. At around 11:30 
pm, when the main seder was officially over, 
many participants pulled their chairs up to the 
main table and stayed till well past midnight for 

Celebrating Passover with the Jewish Resource Center 
in the Poconos 

additional singing and sporadic dancing.
On Saturday, guests were treated to break-

fast followed by prayers and a festive Shabbat 
Luncheon. In the early afternoon, Chavi Salkow 
coordinated the children’s activities in a des-
ignated are of the hotel. In the late afternoon, 
Rabbi Salkow gave a talk titled “Pesach, the 
Birth of a Nation and the Origination of the He-
brew Calendar,” and Rabbi Silkin spoke on the 
topic of “Light from Darkness.” At 7:15 pm, it 
was time for the second seder. Four breakaway 
groups led individual sedarim with their families 
in pre-assigned areas of the hotel, while Rabbi 
Salkow and Rabbi Silkin jointly led the second 
seder for the main group. 

The last day of yom tov followed a similar 
schedule to the previous day. The festive buffet 
luncheon included an array of grilled foods and 
many delicious salads and other dishes. Moshe 
Salkow delivered the luncheon d’var Torah. 
The afternoon classes on Sunday were given 
by Rabbi Eliezer Moskowitz, a visiting rabbi 
from Passaic, NJ. His presentation was titled 
“Are You the Same as Yesterday? Three Ways 

that Pesach Should Change Us.” Following a 
late afternoon buffet, Rabbi Salkow discussed 
“The Omer – Some Laws and Insights,” while 
Rebbetzin Miriam Salkow conducted a yom tov 
Rap-Up for Women. Most of the guests stayed 
over until Monday morning, when it was time 
to start making their way home. The Jewish 
Resource Center of the Poconos would like to 
thank the Bushkill Inn and Conference Center, 
the amazing volunteers and JRC staff members, 
and all the event participants for making this 
event such a wonderful success!
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Scranton Hebrew Day school students prepared for the Passover holiday 
by making seder plates.

Scranton Hebrew Day school students prepared for the 
Passover holiday

Scranton Hebrew Day school students prepared for the Passover holiday. 
Shown are students with pages of the haggadah they made.

Support and proceeds are pouring into Ukraine 
to help the people there. The Jewish Community 
Center of Scranton is adding to that support as 
it hosted two Bingo fund-raisers to benefit relief 
efforts in Ukraine. “Every little amount helps 
as we are saddened by what is happening in 
Ukraine. Civilian halls, buildings, train stations 
are being destroyed with no reason.” said JCC 

JCC donating bingo proceeds for Ukraine relief

Above and below: The Jewish Community Center 
hosted two Bingo fund-raisers to benefit relief 
efforts in Ukraine.

organizers. The JCC movement has partnered 
with the American Joint Distribution Committee. 
Ukraine’s Jewish community has been called 
one of the most vibrant in the world with al-
most 200,000 Jews throughout the country. The 

proceeds will help address the suffering of the 
most vulnerable elderly and families with young 
children to ensure the uninterrupted provision 
of food, medicine and other emergency support 
during this critical time.
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Tiberias Continued from page 2

ABINGTON TORAH CENTER
Rabbi Dovid Saks
President: Richard Rutta
Jewish Heritage Connection
601 Jefferson Ave., Scranton, PA 18510
570-346-1321 • website: www.jewishheritageconnection.org
Sunday morning minyan 8:15 am at Elan Gardens,
465 Vernard Rd., Clarks Summit, PA

BETH SHALOM CONGREGATION
Rabbi: Rabbi Alex Hecht 
1025 Vine St., Scranton, PA 18510 (corner of Vine & Clay Ave.)
570-346-0502 • fax: 570-346-8800
Weekday - Shacharit: Sun.  8am; Mon., Thurs. & Rosh Chodesh 
6:30 am; Tue., Wed. & Fri. 6:45 am; Sat. & holidays 8:45 am.
Mincha during the week is approx. 10 minutes before sunset, 
following by Maariv.

CHABAD OF THE ABINGTONS/
JEWISH DISCOVERY CENTER
Rabbi Benny Rapoport
216 Miller, Rd., Clarks Summit, PA 18411
570-587-3300 • JewishNEPA.com/minyan
Weekly service for Shabbat and all Jewish holidays
Kabbalat Shabbat at sundown (summer at 7 pm)
Saturday mornings: 9:30 am, Kiddush 11:30 am
Call for more information.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF THE POCONOS
Rabbi Mendel Bendet
570-420-8655 • website: www.chabadpoconos.com
Please contact us for schedules and locations.

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi Elliott Kleinman
President: Liza Roos Lucy
Contact person: Cheryl Badner, Congregation Administrator
615 Court St., Honesdale, PA 18431
570-253-2222 • fax: 570-226-1105

CONGREGATION B’NAI HARIM
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi Peg Kershenbaum
President: Stacy Mitgang
P.O. Box 757, Sullivan Rd., Pocono Pines, PA 18350 (located 
at Rt. 940 and Pocono Crest Road at Sullivan Trail)
570-646-0100 • website: www.bnaiharimpoconos.org
Shabbat morning services 10 am-noon; every other Saturday, 
Potluck Shabbat Dinner with blessings and program of varying 
topics, one Friday every month - call for schedule.

JEWISH FELLOWSHIP OF HEMLOCK FARMS
Rabbi: Johanan Bickhardt
President: Gail Bergoffen Neldon
540 Forest Dr., 1516 Hemlock Farms, Lords Valley, PA 18428
570-775-7497 • e-mail: jfhf1516@gmail.com
Friday evening Shabbat service 8 pm
Saturday morning Shabbat service 9:30 am

MACHZIKEH HADAS SYNAGOGUE
Rabbi Mordechai Fine
President: Moshe Fink
600 Monroe Ave., Scranton, PA 18510
570-342-6271

OHEV ZEDEK CONGREGATION
Rabbi Mordechai Fine
1432 Mulberry St., Scranton, PA 18510

TEMPLE HESED
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz
Co-Presidents: Esther Adelman, Cheryl Friedman & Steve Seitchik
1 Knox St., Scranton, PA 18505 (Off Lake Scranton Rd.)
570-344-7201 • website: www.TempleHesed.org
E-mail: templehesed@comcast.net
First Friday Shabbat 6pm, other Fridays 7 pm; Chanting 
Circle Saturdays at 11:30 am

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF DUNMORE
Contact person: Jay Schectman, 570-954-9354
515 East Drinker St., Dunmore, PA 18512
Saturday morning Shabbat 7:30 am, also services for Yizkor

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: TBA • President: Debbie Smith
711 Wallace St., Stroudsburg, PA 18360
(one block off Rt. 191 (5th Street) at Avenue A)
570-421-8781 • website: www.templepoconos.org
E-mail: tipoc@ptd.net
Friday evening Shabbat 6 pm; Saturday morning Shabbat 10:30 am

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF SCRANTON
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Rabbi Miriam Spitzer
Cantor: Vladimir Aronzon • President: Howard Spizer 
918 East Gibson St., Scranton, PA 18510 (located at the 
corner of Gibson & Monroe Sts.)
570-342-0350 • e-mail: office@templeisraelscranton.org
Mon. & Thurs. 7:15 am; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 7:25 am; Rosh 
Chodesh & Chagim weekdays, 7 am; Shabbat morning 
service 9:30 am

Rambam that suggests that the Messiah will 
come from Tiberias. Tiberias was the last place 
where the Sanhedrin was exiled, and so before 
returning to Jerusalem, it must reconvene where 
it last met. “I came back to the U.S. and said, 
‘We’re going to bring Moshiach from Tiberias!’ 
It was a naive young vision, but that’s what got 
people excited,” he recounts.

He adds that “along with the development of 
the educational center, that vision developed into 
the goal of helping achieve economic stability 
for the city of Tiberias.”

Members of the Iranian American Jewish 
Federation of New York, as well as members of 
Levy’s congregation, joined together to adopt 
Tiberias as a place for investment as well as 
charity. Eight years ago, they invested in several 
projects in the city, including a new mall and 
renovation of the promenade along the Kinneret.

In Israel, the day-to-day work of the center is 
overseen by Fogel, the former yeshiva teacher 
who, like Levy, wears many hats. In addition to 

At the Tomb of Maimonides (the Rambam) in 
central Tiberias, on the western shore of the Sea 
of Galilee (Photo by Judy Lash Balint)

his role as chairman of the Maimonides Heritage 
Center, Fogel is the chairman of the Rav Kook 
House in Jerusalem and heads up the Board of 
Trustees of Orot Israel College, a teacher training 
college in Elkana; and Ort’s Rehovot campus, 
formerly the Moreshet Yaakov College. “He’s 
a mover and shaker,” relates Levy.

Dozens of volunteers and a smattering of 
employees carry out the work of the center. 
There’s a waiting list to be accepted as one of 
the 40 Sherut Leumi (female National Service) 
volunteers who get professional development 
and shared housing in exchange for working 
with local youth and the elderly, in addition to 
running after-school activities.

On the educational front, the center main-
tains close contact with school principals and 
provides weekly printed and online content for 
students of all ages. More than 10,000 school-
age kids visit the center every year, in addition 
to Birthright tours and groups from the Israel 
Defense Forces. For adults, the center runs an 
Annual Rambam Conference that attracted more 
than 1,000 people last year to a Tiberias hotel.

Levy is optimistic that these activities and 
financial investments will help restore one of 
Israel’s four holy cities to its rightful place as 
a sought-after education and tourist attraction. 
“Tiberias is the most beautiful city in Israel,” 
he insists. “I have a small apartment there, and 
it’s where I plan to retire.

“One million visitors travel to Cordoba in 
Spain to look at a statue of the Rambam,” says 
the rabbi. “We want to bring one million visi-
tors every year to a beautiful place to learn and 
connect with the Rambam.”

BY JNS STAFF
(JNS) – A museum in London dedicated to 

British author Charles Dickens has started a 
new program for schools about antisemitism 
that is focused on the novel “Oliver Twist” and 
a controversial character in it that is a Jewish 
villain, reported The Jewish Chronicle.

The initiative by the Dickens Museum comes 
after the publishing last year of the children’s 
book “Dear Mr. Dickens,” which tells the true 
story of Eliza Davis, the Jewish woman who 
wrote to Dickens about his portrayal of Fagin, 
the Jewish villainous pickpocket in “Oliver 
Twist,” and the author’s depiction of prejudice 
against Jews.

Cindy Sughrue, director of the museum, said: 
“It was finally giving us something to explore 
regarding the whole issue of antisemitism in 
Dickens’s writing of ‘Oliver Twist,’ and for us, 
it was how do we unwrap that knotty topic in 
a way that we can communicate to the widest 
possible audience?”

London’s Dickens Museum tackles 
antisemitism in new program for students

The new program is available for primary 
schools in person at the museum or online in 
an interactive session.

At the museum, children will analyze some of 
the problematic parts of “Oliver Twist,” thinking 
about discrimination in their lives and how they 
might challenge it, according to The Jewish 
Chronicle. American writer Nancy Churnin, 
the author of “Dear Mr. Dickens,” will take part 
in some virtual Q&As as part of the program, 
added the publication.

The program will also provide resources for 
teachers, including a reading of”Dear Mr. Dick-
ens” by actress Miriam Margolyes, a lesson plan 
on discrimination, as well as a project for chil-
dren to write their own letters on speaking out.

After originally standing by his character, 
Dickens took heed of Davis’s protests and modi-
fied references to “Fagin the Jew” in new editions 
of the book. He also introduced a non-villainous 
Jewish character, Mr. Riah, in his novel “Our 
Mutual Friend.”
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BY FAYGIE HOLT
(JNS) – Medical professionals planning to 

move to Israel gathered recently for the MedEx 
aliyah event held at the Teaneck Marriott at 
Glenpointe in New Jersey and sponsored by 
Nefesh B’Nefesh, with cooperation from the 
Jewish Agency for Israel, the Jewish National 
Fund and Israel’s Ministry of Health.

They represented a cross-section of profes-
sionals that included doctors, nurses, psychia-
trists, dentists, psychologists and occupational 
therapists from Baltimore, Houston, Toronto, 
New York and elsewhere.

During the program, the 325 participants 
– many carrying framed certificates and tote 
bags full of paperwork – were able to meet with 
representatives of medical facilities in Israel to 
discuss job opportunities, get their paperwork 
filed and notarized, and expedite their medi-
cal-licensing process.

Among those in attendance were Lewis and 
Ilona Dennen of Baltimore. The parents of three 
teenage girls came to the conference so Ilona 
could have her pharmacist’s license transferred. 
“I want to be prepared,” she said, even though 
they don’t have an aliyah date just yet. The 
couple had taken a pilot trip to Israel in 2019 
and is interested in moving to Zichron Yaakov, 
just south of Haifa.

Dennen, who was born in the former Soviet 
Union, said that she’d like to remain in her 

Nefesh B’Nefesh “Medex” info session eases path for 
medical professionals to make aliyah

current industry, though being a pharmacist is 
not the same in Israel as it is in America. “In the 
United States, being a pharmacist is a clinical 
job,” she said, “but in Israel, it’s more clerical. 
And you don’t get paid nearly as much as you 
do in the United States, so remuneration is an 
issue,” she said, noting that she may look at a 
job in the pharmaceutical industry since that’s 
more science-based.

Dr. Michael Landsman and his wife, Marci, 
are also from Baltimore and planning to make 
aliyah this year. The couple has a home in Efrat; 
their daughter and four grandchildren already 

live in Israel. “We were supposed to go 20 years 
ago,” said Landsman, a neo-neonatologist. While 
it didn’t happen then, it is now, even if it means 
commuting to work for a bit.

“I’m at the tail end of my career, and looking 
to go back and forth for a few months for work,” 
he said, adding that he’s not sure about his em-
ployment prospects after that; still, he noted that 
he’s already been contacted by colleagues about 
opportunities in the Jewish state.

Unlike other NBN events that are broader in 
scope and may be attended by people in many 
different fields and stages of interest in aliyah, 
MedEx is only for medical professionals who 
are planning to move to Israel in the next year 
or two, according to Allison Levine Speiser, em-
ployment adviser and medical licensing liaison 
for Nefesh B’Nefesh.

To ease the transition for health-care pro-
fessionals, NBN is piloting a “medical ulpan” 
program so they can get grounded in Hebrew 
terms unique to their careers, said Levine Speiser, 
saying, “I have a friend who is a doctor at Soroka 
Hospital. He can’t talk to you in Hebrew about 
sports or meet with his kids’ teachers – his wife 
does that – but he can speak ‘medical’ Hebrew 
and treat patients.”

Since it started in 2002, Nefesh B’Nefesh has 
helped more than 70,000 Jews make aliyah, includ-
ing 770 doctors and 2,800 medical professionals. 

During the program, the 325 participants were 
able to meet with representatives of medical 
facilities in Israel to discuss job opportunities, 
get their paperwork filed and notarized, and 
expedite their medical-licensing process. (Photo 
by Nir Arieli)

See “Aliyah” on page 11

The Federation is asking members of its communities to support its “Friends of The Reporter” Campaign which seeks to raise $5,000 
to assist in funding the newspaper.

The newspaper is delivered  twice of month (except for December and July which are single issue months) to each and every 
identifiable Jewish home in Northeastern Pennsylvania.

The Reporter is the primary intercommunal newspaper of the Jewish communities of Lackawanna, Monroe, Pike and Wayne 
counties. Supplementing synagogue newsletters, bulletins and e-mails, The Reporter is issued to hundreds of Jewish households 
throughout our region. Over the past several years, the publishing cost of the newspaper has increased dramatically although the 
newspaper continues to be provided at no charge to members of our Jewish communities in northeastern Pennsylvania. The 
Federation has assumed the financial responsibility of funding the 
newspaper at a cost of $23,990 per year and asks only that its 
readers assist it in raising $5,000 as part of its “Friends of The 
Reporter” Campaign to offset a small share of these expenses.

Your gift to fund our regional Jewish newspaper matters a great 
deal to our readers and we would be very grateful for your finan-
cial support.

As always, your comments, opinions & suggestions are always 
welcome.

With best wishes,
Daniel Chejfec, Executive Director
Jewish Federation of NE Pennsylvania
601 Jefferson Avenue
Scranton, PA 18510
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BY DAVID ISAAC
(JNS) – Israel’s government has 

approved 13 new communities in 
the southern Negev region, where 
the spread of unregulated Bedouin 
encampments has grown to such 
dimensions that some Israelis call it 
a national security threat. The gov-
ernment hopes that the new towns, 
approved over the last few months, 
will check illegal Bedouin squatting 
and strengthen Israeli sovereignty 
in the region.

It approved plans for Kasif, de-
signed as an ultra-Orthodox city 
of 100,000, in the northeast of the 
Negev; Telah, a city of 20,000 in 
the region’s northwest; and Nitzana 
for 2,200 families in the southwest 
along the border with Egypt. It also 
approved fi ve new communities 
along Highway 31 between Arad 
and Beersheva, referred to collec-
tively as Mevo’ot Arad, or “the 
Arad Region”; and an additional 
fi ve along Highway 25 between 
Beersheva and Dimona. On March 
10, the government also approved 
a plan to develop a town, Ir Ovot, 
in the Arava, an area of the Jordan 
Valley south of the Dead Sea.

“Against all odds, we passed 
government decisions to establish 
13 settlements in the Negev and 
one in the Arava,” Israel’s Interior 
Minister Ayelet Shaked posted in 
a celebratory tweet on April 10 
together with a video of herself 
clinking glasses with Minister of 
Housing and Construction Ze’ev 
Elkin. Elkin affi  rmed in the video, 
“We succeeded against all odds.”

The fi ve areas making up Me-

New Negev Desert communities aim to strengthen 
Jewish life in Israel’s south

vo’ot Arad are the most important on 
a “strategic, nationalistic, Zionistic 
and regional level,” Yishai Merling, 
head of the Settlement Division of 
the World Zionist Organization, 
told JNS. The Settlement Division 
is the Israeli government body that 
handles the development of towns 
in the Negev, the Galilee, Judea and 
Samaria, and the Golan.

“From the moment I entered the 
Settlement Division, I saw my No. 
1 task, without question, as Mevo’ot 
Arad. In my eyes, this is the most 
important thing this government has 
done up until now,” he said, adding 
that the last time the government 
did anything “this big” was in 1982 
when it established a large number 
of Jewish communities in a short 
time in the Galilee.

Mevo’ot Arad is important, 
says Merling, because 1) it builds 
Jewish presence over a strategic 
area, roughly rectangular in shape, 
between Beersheva and Arad in the 
south and Hebron and Lachish in 
the north; and 2) it bolsters Israeli 
sovereignty around Arad, which he 
says is rapidly turning into a giant 
Bedouin encampment. Along High-
way 31 from the Shokat Junction 
eastwards to Tel Arad, a distance 
of about 16 miles, “we can see the 
Bedouin completely gaining control 
of the region. From a bird’s-eye 
view, the place is full of illegal 
Bedouin camps.”

Merling said Bedouins have 
turned to violence along Highway 
31, rioting and knocking down light 
posts. “Jews have been forced to 
travel in protected convoys just to 

get home,” he said.
“Those fi ve settlements of Me-

vo’ot Arad will help establish terri-
torial continuity between Arad and 
Beersheba,” he said. “We’ve found 
that where there’s strong settlement 
and agriculture, there’s security.”

The new Negev communities 
come not without controversy. 
Opposition has been voiced by the 
professional staff  of the planning 
division in Shaked’s own ministry, 
which is against the development 
along Highway 25. Staff  in Israel’s 
Ministry of Finance, led by Avigdor 
Lieberman, who supports the plan 
have also expressed opposition. The 
fi nance ministry staff  argues that the 
new communities are too expensive. 
The interior ministry’s planning di-
vision argues that they will weaken 
existing ones, pulling citizens from 
the older towns to the newer ones 
with better infrastructure.

“Everyone looks at this from their 
own narrow angle,” said Merling. 
“You have to understand what’s 
happening on the ground. Every 
day a new [Bedouin] house is being 
built. This area is not going to re-
main a vacuum. Either there’s going 
to be Bedouin dispersion or there’s 
going to be Jewish settlement.”

Indeed, given the time it can take 
to move from the planning to the 
building stage (Merling estimates 
fi ve to seven years), the govern-
ment has included in its decision 
the possibility of establishing 
“temporary camps” in the areas 
where the communities are to be 
established in order to pre-empt a 
Bedouin takeover.

Israel’s Minister of Environ-
mental Protection Tamar Zand-
berg of the left-wing Meretz 
Party also opposed the new plan. 
In a heated exchange with Israeli 
Minister of Justice Gideon Sa’ar 
of the right-wing New Hope Party 
at a cabinet meeting on March 27, 
in which the government decided 
to move Mevo’ot Arad forward, 
Zandberg called the settlements 
“destructive.” Sa’ar accused 
Zandberg of being “hateful” to-
ward Jewish settlement.

Zandberg tweeted later that day 
that “the frenzy of establishing 
wasteful settlements in land and 
resources will not strengthen the 
Negev but will weaken it. It will 
compete for a strong population 
with existing cities. It will cost much 
more precisely in an era of a cost-
of-living and housing crisis, and it 
will harm open spaces and natural 
systems in an era of climate crisis.”

Naomi Kahn, director of the NGO 
Regavim’s international division, 
told JNS that Zandberg is being 
selective with her anger, noting that 
the minister didn’t protest when the 
government decided earlier to es-
tablish three communities dedicated 
to the Bedouin (a fourth Bedouin 
town will be built as one of the fi ve 
to be established on Highway 25). 
“It seems in Zandberg’s mind, only 
Jewish settlement will harm the 
environment,” she said.

“There is a massive housing 
crisis in the state of Israel,” said 
Kahn. “The Israeli government 
has invested billions in relocating 
major sections of the army down 
to the Negev. People need some-
where to live if you expect them 
to work there.”

The three biggest problems in the 
past were that Bedouins were given 
free land in a new town but would 
continue to live on their illegal hold-
ings, despite agreeing to move into 
the town. That led to a second issue 
where the town would be riddled 
with large empty spaces claimed 
by non-resident owners. Finally, 
Israel legalized illegal settlements, 
incentivizing the Bedouin to stay 
put and wait out the government.

Kahn said Regavim has devel-
oped a staged approach to ensure 
that Bedouin relocate to the new 
towns. “The Supreme Court ruled 
the Bedouin are a protected minori-
ty, and therefore, they’re allowed 
to have all their communities built 
for them to help them protect their 
unique social and historic and re-
ligious culture,” she said. “We just 
want to make sure that the land 
reserves that are used to create these 
communities are used properly.”

Are you on the Jewish Federation’s email list?
We send updated announcements and special 

event details weekly to those who wish to receive them.
 

Send Dassy Ganz an email if you would like to join the list.

Dassy.ganz@jewishnepa.org
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Check out the Federation’s new, updated website at www.jewishnepa.org or find it on FacebookÊ

Aliyah Continued from page 9
In 2021 alone, nearly 100 doctors and 300 other 
medical professionals moved to Israel.

Beth Boncher is a nurse in Houston, who 
is planning to make aliyah in May after her 
previous plans were derailed by COVID. Her 
mother, Leah, already lives in Israel, having 
settled in Jerusalem some five years ago. “As a 
single person, any move is hard unless you have 
a support system,” she said, “which is why I’m 
going to stay with my mom for a while. I don’t 
know where things will lead me in the future, 
but I’m open to the possibilities.”

The one thing she absolutely does know for 
sure is that “I want to be a nurse in Israel. I just 
feel it’s where I’m supposed to be.”

Mark and Miriam Rothman were in attendance 
from Toronto. A psychologist, Mark was getting 
help with the licensing process, which he said 
is “quite an ordeal.” The couple, whose adult 
children and young grandchildren live in the 
United States and Canada, has already purchased 
an apartment in Harish in northern Israel, in the 
Haifa district. They were drawn by the Jewish 
community’s welcoming and “eclectic” style, 
as well as the affordability of the region.

L-r: Zev Gershinsky, executive vice president 
of Nefesh B’Nefesh; Ilan Shochat, director-
general of the Ministry for the Development 
of the Periphery; Oded Forer, minister for the 
Development of the Periphery, the Negev and the 
Galilee; and Rabbi Yehoshua Fass, co-founder 
and executive director of Nefesh B’Nefesh at 
the MedEx event on March 27 in Teaneck, NJ. 
(Photo by Nir Arieli)

“I have wanted to make aliyah for a very long 
time,” said Mark. But with patients in Canada 
that didn’t seem possible. However, said Miriam, 
“the pandemic has shown he can work virtually, 
and that has a made a huge difference.”

That they are moving north is likely great 
news to Oded Forer, Israel’s minister for the 
development of the Periphery, the Negev and 

the Galilee, who attended the event and spoke 
about the benefits of moving to a community that 
is not in the mercaz, or “center” of the country.

Noting that the COVID-19 pandemic high-
lighted a lack of medical professionals in Israel 
and around the world, Forer said “in the Negev 
and the Galilee, the lack of medical professionals 
is much more visible than in the center. I need 
to help them get the best manpower they can. 
What we are trying to show is that they can 
have a better life in the Negev and the Galilee.”

That better life includes a lower cost of living 
than in the middle of the country, which includes 
cities like Tel Aviv, Modi’in, Ra’anana and Je-
rusalem. Absorption is often easier outside the 
main cities, too, as new immigrants, especially 
those in the medical field, remain in high demand.

“Mayors are fighting over the immigrants,” 
he said, adding that “the state of Israel invests 
a lot of money in the Negev and Galilee.”

Dr. David Peleg, a physician who deals with 
high-risk pregnancies, attended the event on 
behalf of Ziv Medical Center in Tzfat. He is 
hoping that some of the professionals moving 
to Israel will consider the northern communities 
– “there are Anglo communities around Tzfat, 
the Galilee and the Golan,” he said – noting that 
even one new doctor signing up could make a 
difference.

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

UAE rabbi announces plans 
to establish first Jewish 
neighborhood in Gulf

A senior rabbi in the United Arab Emirates 
has revealed plans to develop the Gulf Coop-
eration Council’s first fully-functioning Jewish 
neighborhood as the population there continues 
to grow. “We will be seeing more houses of 
worship, schools – from nurseries to higher 
education – a dedicated place for the mikvah, 
more kosher food establishments, a community 
center,” said Rabbi Dr. Elie Abadie, as report-
ed in The Jerusalem Post. “What we need is a 
Jewish neighborhood, and I have been speaking 
with a few real estate developers about this.” He 
added that “we would like a neighborhood with 
a synagogue, private homes, condominiums, 
hotels, shopping centers.” The GCC is made 
up of six countries – Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain and 
Oman. Abadie is senior rabbi of the UAE’s 
Jewish Council of the Emirates and currently 
leads the Association of Gulf Jewish Commu-
nities, an umbrella organization for the Jewish 
communities of the UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Oman and Saudi Arabia. He said 2,000 
Jews reside in the UAE with about 500 of them 
actively practicing Judaism. He noted that the 
number has doubled since the signing of the 2020 
Abraham Accords. More than 200,000 Jewish 
tourists have visited the Emirates since the 
normalization agreement, according to Abadie, 
who predicts that the number of Jewish tourists 
will quadruple in the next five years.

Use this planned giving quick reference guide to help determine the best strategy
for achieving your philanthropic and financial goals.

For more information or to discuss these planned giving options, please contact Daniel Chejfec, 
Executive Director, Jewish Federation of NEPA, 570-961-2300 (x1) or daniel.chejfec@jewishnepa.org.

For information on advertising,
call 1-800-779-7896, ext. 244

or e-mail advertising@thereportergroup.org

YOUR AD
COULD BE HERE!



THE REPORTER n MAY 2022 / NISSAN - IYAR - SIVAN 578212  

We bring security. 

CANTOR VLADIMIR ARONZON AND MILA ARONZON, CO-CHAIRS OF OUR 2022 UJA CAMPAIGN. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

Throughout Europe, violent attacks target Jewish people and Jewish institutions. Security is posted at synagogues. At Jewish 
day schools, five-year-olds file past armed guards to get to the playground. Jewish students arriving at college encounter toxic 
anti-Israel slogans. 

Your UJA gift will help restore a sense of security. With your help, we can share expertise and funding to keep children safe at 
schools, and stand up against hatred so that Jews everywhere can walk without fear - into a synagogue or simply down the street. 

That's why there's UJA and the Federation.
And that’s why we need you.

The mission of the Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania is to rescue the imperiled, care
for the vulnerable, support Israel and world Jewry, and revitalize and perpetuate Jewish life in
Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________ State:________________ZIP: __________________

Home phone: ______________ Work phone:___________________Cell phone: __________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________________________________________

____ I’m enclosing a gift of $_____________      _______I’ll pledge $_____________ *  

*____ One-time *_____ Quarterly installments (1/4 of total) * ____  Monthly installments (1/12 of total)

Authorized signature   Date

2022 UJA Campaign
Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania

601 Je�erson Avenue, Scranton, PA 18510
Telephone: 570-961-2300 (ext. 3)

Payment options

____  Please bill me at the above address.

____  Enclosed is my check payable to “UJA/Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania”.

____  On-line banking (designate your payments through your bank auto-draft account to

  “UJA/Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania”).

____  My company ( _________________________ ) has a matching gift program.

 I’ll obtain the form and forward it.


